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Rabbie Burns Recap
The Society had another wonderful Rabbie Burns Supper this
past January 31st at Recepons in Loveland. Once again we had
a full house with great food
and everyone having a good
me. This event connues
to bring in new a"endees,
this year we even had a
group from UC’s
Internaonal Club. As with
all our events, we encourage
our members to invite family
and friends to a"end so they
too can enjoy a bit of
Scotland here in Cincinna.

presentaon. Natalie and Rob Cetrulo followed up with an
entertaining and enthusiasc toast to the lassies and the lassies
reply. The Cincinna Highland
Dancers performed their
choreographed dance that was
ﬁrst used during a half me
show at NKU. Debbie Ruehlman
recited a Burns Poem and
Morgan Carter read Ode to a
Louse. The Cincinna Scots
Highland Dancers performed
tradional dances and then the
Cincinna Branch of the Royal
Sco+sh Country dancers then
took the ﬂoor to do a couple
Thanks to everyone who
demo dances. It was me now
donated toward the silent
for the audience to get up and
aucon, all proceeds went
perform a few energec Sco+sh
toward our Scholarship fund,
Country
dances
on
the
packed
dance
ﬂoor. Cincinna Scots
which we are looking to grow so we can give out more and larger
Highland
Dancers
shared
a
couple
of
choreographed
dances and
scholarships to worthy students that have some Sco+sh
it
was
then
me
for
the
Roll
Call
of
the
Clans,
which
is
a new
Heritage. Its hard to pick out the highlights as the whole evening
tradion
that
we
have
started
during
the
evening.
As
the
clan
was deligh-ul. We did have some greengs from Sco+sh
names
were
read,
members
and
supporters
stood
and
gave
a
Sociees from around the world including South Africa, Ireland,
cheer
to
show
their
presence
and
support.
The
Cincinna
England, Detroit and the Burns Club in Alloway Scotland.
Caledonian Pipes and Drums took the ﬂoor for a rousing
This year we had the Loveland/Symmes Fire Department team
performance along with a dance from the Cincinna Highland
up with the Losanville Highlanders to post the colors, Sherrie
Dancers. It will be noted the new
Sorterup and Jack Spellman performed the US and Sco+sh
CCP&D triangle secon was
anthems. Lady Gwlenys Reid gave an informave background on
present to prove validity for
Burns in an ‘Immortal Memory’ and Lady Gwynne Gabbard got
In This Issue
members taking part in the annual
the meal going with the Selkirk Grace. During dinner Sherrie
‘tug-o-war’ contest being held at
• News from local
Sorterup sung and
the Corn Roast. A6er the Pipes &
groups
played guitar while
Drums exited, it was me for the
• OSM Proposal
a slide show was
ladies to come out and compete
displayed. A6er
• Spring Meeng Info
for the best haggis tosser! The
dinner it was me
• Scotland Trip Part 1
ﬁeld was narrowed down and the
to toast the Haggis,
• Cincinna’s Sco+sh
top two tossers triumphed to
this year Dan
Heritage Museum
move onto being the judges for
Bowan gave a
the bonnie knee contest. Over
• Kiltspong
wonderful
twenty
Connued page 5

CHD has had a super busy start to
our year. The group had a great
me ice skang on Fountain
Square before the Society Annual meeng. On January 16, we
unveiled our new broadsword choreography at an NKU
Basketball hal6ime show to an enthusiasc crowd. We followed
that up dancing for Nicholson’s and then the Society Burns’
Nights which were great fun! February had us buckling down to
prepare
for the
Chicago
indoor
where Lily
Powell,
Cami Reid
and Henry
Volck all
placed.
No me
CincyHighlandDancers.webs.com

for a deep
breath yet as
things really
got going for
us in March!
On March 5th
we did a
fundraiser at
Sweet Frog in
Eastgate where
the patrons
enjoyed a few Highland Flings with their frozen treats. Our next
big day was March 12 as we marched with the Caledonian Pipes
and Drums in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The weather was
perfect and the crowd packed into the Banks. A6er the parade
we brought a taste of Scotland to the big Irish day at the Holy
Grail.
St. Patrick’s Day was
another jam packed day
for us as we started at
noon at Dinglehouse in
West Chester where we
accompanied bagpiper
Robert Reid. Once we
ﬁnished our lunches, we
Connued page 12

CincyHighlandDancers@gmail.com

Louise—513-226-1838

On A Different Note
Well Spring has ﬁnally sprung and the
band has already been hard at work
this year spreading our love of Sco+sh
music. We started the year with our
friends at the Caledonian Society with
a celebraon for Rabbie Burns. This
year, we added our Rabbie Burns set
which includes Auld Lang Syne. We’ve
connued in February with the Irish
Ceilidh at Music Hall hosted by the
McGing Irish Dancers. March has been
a crazy month so far. We held a
“tailgate” party at Nicholsons before
the Gaelic Storm concert. Then we
had the great honor to again lead the
way for the 50th St. Patrick’s Day
Parade downtown which was held
along the river this year. We also had
the honor of playing at the 148th
annual Banquet for the Friendly Sons
of St. Patrick held at the Hilton. That
same night, our friends from the Celc
band “The Blue Rock Boys” were
playing on Fountain Square and

graciously allowed us to “crash”
their concert for a few minutes so
we could entertain the crowd with
a wee bit of Scotland!
Just a reminder, April 9th is our
Annual Tartan Day (h"p://
cincypipesanddrums.org/ceilidh2016/) and we’d love it if our
friends from the Society could
come out and enjoy good music,
good food and great friends with
us. It’s at a new locaon this year
and we’ll have a Celc Rock band
called the
Connued page 8

Cincinnati Scots Highland Dancers
The Cincinna Scots Highland Dancers kicked oﬀ the season with
compeon in Detroit. Breagh and Kaylee MacKinnon both won
trophies in their respecve classes with Ashlynn MacKinnon
placing 1st Runner-up. All of the dancers parcipated in the 20th
Annual Cincinna Indoor Dance Compeon held on March 19th
sponsored by the
OVSS 501 (c) 3
organizaon.
Instructors Missy,
Ashley, Amanda
Gentry along with
Meredith Speigel and
Katelyn Wilshire were
on hand to coach the
dancers to their
impressive wins!
Trophy winners were
Beth Ballard and
Kaylee MacKinnon
with the following
dancers placing.
Edward & Thomas Welch, Breagh & Ashlynn MacKinnon, Larry
& Caroline Wallace, Rachel Speigel, Krissy Myers, Hannah Lo6is,

Lauren Ballard and Emily Carter. What a successful day and the
compeon ran smoothly with help from all the parents and
volunteers.
Upcoming performances are the Caledonian Pipe & Drum Ceilidh
on April 9th and the
Cincinna Museum
Center on April 23rd.
Future compeons
are the Niagra
Championships and
compeons in
Nashville, Detroit,
and Lansing.
Everyone is busy
preparing for the
Regional
Championships in
Alma Michigan over
Memorial Weekend.
Come support all the
dancers at these upcoming events and thanks to everyone for
their support and encouragement!

Scholarship
THE WESLEY &
VIRGINIA
MONTGOMERY
SCHOLARSHIP
TRUST FUND

Please note this ﬁle is in Word format. All applicaons and
supporng informaon MUST be received by the Scholarship
Commi"ee on or before July 15, 2016. Note also that the
applicaon process has two steps: (1) applicants must email
their applicaons and all supporng documentaon to the
Scholarship Commi"ee Chair (currently Dr. Mark Stephenson) at
mstephenson@fuse.net and (2) applicants must send a signed
hard copy of the applicaon and all supporng documents to:

Mark Stephenson
Each year the Caledonian Society of Cincinna awards a
5857 Irish Dude Dr.
scholarship to a deserving college student of Sco+sh descent.
Loveland, OH 45140
Applicants must be currently enrolled as a full-me student and
have successfully completed at least one year of college. To see
For further informaon, please contact Mark Stephenson at
the full list of requirements, please go to our web site:
mstephenson@fuse.net .
h"p://caledoniansociety.org/scholarship.html This site also
contains a link where applicants can download an applicaon.

Newsle#er Submissions:
If you have any interes.ng news or stories to share with the membership,
please submit ar.cles and photographs to louiselreid@hotmail.com.
Deadline for Submissions are March 21, June 21, September 21 and December 1.

Upcoming Events
Na.onal Tartan Day—Join us for pub night at Nicholson's

April 6

Solo Piping Compe..on and Workshop—Covenant First

April 9

Presbyterian Church, 717 Elm Street Downtown

April 9

CCP&D Ceilidh—American Legion Post 72 Mt. Carmel

April 23-24

World Culture Fest—Union Terminal

April 30

* Highland Spring Supper and Mee.ng

August 20

* Corn Roast—Mountview Park, Newtown

November 26

* St. Andrew’s Night—Hilton Netherland Plaza Pavilion Room

Your Caledonian Resource Guide
Pipe Bands

Highland Dancing and Instruc.on

Cincinna Caledonian Pipes & Drums:
www.cccpandd.com
Robert Reid robertreid111@hotmail.com
Emerald Society:
Carrie Brigger 513-675-8201
Hamilton County Sheriﬀ Band:
Alex Kramer 513-478-8140
akramer@sheriﬀ.hamilton-co.org
Solo Pipers: Contact any pipe band

Cincinna Highland Dancers:
Louise Reid 513-226-1838
CincyHighlandDancers.webs.com
CincyHighlandDancers@gmail.com
Cincinna Scots Highland Dancers:
Melissa Gentry 859-356-5889
mdgentry@fuse.net

Wed: WOBO* (88.7 FM) 12 - 3 p.m. 724-3939
Hosted by Jesse Andrews
Sun: WOBO* (88.7 FM), 6 - 9 p.m. 724-3939
Hosted by J. D. McEwans—Celc Fusion
*Can’t get WOBO? Go to WWW.WOBOFM.Com
and stream to your PC

Scosh Country Dancing (RSCDS)
Cincinna Branch:
Jill Cole 631-2429
Flying Ghillies:
Doreen Bernstein 937-845-0310
Heather & Thistle: Laura Russell 614-447-0620
www.rscdscincinna.org
Non-RSCDS: John Southcombe 872-2222

Corn roast
We will be moving this year’s Annual Corn Roast to the
beauful, Moundview Park in Newtown. August 20th, start
me 3:00 fun for the whole family ll we run out of corn!
This is the Society’s biggest fundraiser, and always a good
me. So please help spread the word and get all your
family and friends to a"end. $10 gets you Society provided
Corn, hamburgers, brats, Mets, hot dogs and so6 drinks.
(kids under 12 free) Please bring a side dish to share and
bring your own Adult Beverage of choice.
We’ll be having the highly ancipated and contested Tug-OWar between the Society and Caledonian Pipe Band. The
band is currently holding the trophy and the Society needs
your help to reclaim it! Drive your classic car to display and
possibly receive a trophy from our easily bribed
judges. Plus there will be games for kids and maybe even
some for adults and, of course, some bagpiping, drumming
and highland dancing. This all wrapped up with a friendly
gathering of Scots and Scotch.

President:
Robert C. Reid
513-444-4920
robertreid111@hotmail.com
Vice President:
Daniel C. Bowen
513-751-8426
bowen1@fuse.net

* Indicated Society sponsored event

Radio Programs of Cel.c Music

Contact Us

Recording Secretary:
Mike Brooks
513-739-3326
7393326@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
Carol Stephenson
513-575-4470
cstephenson@fuse.net
Treasurer:
Natalie Cetrulo
mcgregnj@gmail.com
Gaelic Gaze#e Newsle#er:
Louise Reid
513-226-1838
louiselreid@hotmail.com
Webmaster:
Randy Clipson
513-898-1444
randy@clipson.com

CaledonianSociety.org

Tartan Day Pub Night
Wednesday, April 6 – Naonal Tartan Day
Please come out and support your Sco+sh roots with a pub night
at Cincinna’s Sco+sh Tavern, Nicholson’s. Put on your kilt and
join us for a pint and a dram.

World Culture Fest
April 23-24 – Union Terminal
The Society will have a booth at the World Cultural Fesval on
April 23 & 24th, event runs from 11 – 5 both days. If anyone is
interested in helping out, please feel free to contact me. It will
basically ﬁelding quesons from people and giving informaon
out about the Society. Also local dance groups and pipers will be
performing.

cont. from p. 1

his tle. All in all, a fun successful night,
which we look to repeat on January 28th
2017, so mark your calendars!

men (that is 40 knees to you and
me!) lined up to drop their dignity
and pull up their kilts to allow their
knees to be judged. Only the ﬁnest
pair are picked for the covenanted
bonniest knee tle and recycled
trophy, this was won by the tug-owar ringer, Steve McAfee, he is
sure to be back next year to defend

More pictures on Flickr: h"ps://
www.ﬂickr.com/photos/caledoniansociety/
albums/72157664658512526/
with/24420574764/

Order of St. Margaret Proposition
Proposi.on from Recogni.on Commi#ee
2/21/2016

•

The Society would like to connue to recognize outstanding contribuons •
to the Sco+sh Community in Cincinna. We would like to evolve the
award from the Order of St. Margaret to now be called the Order of
Caledonia.
Raonale: The Order of St. Margaret was originally created to honor
women that contributed but were unable to be members of the Society.
Now that women are members, the Order of St. Margaret is no longer
reﬂecve of our current needs. We would like to have a gender neutral
award that is open to all contribung persons.
Current members of the Order of St. Margaret will connue to be
recognized and honored under that name but both groups will be
included in the Order of Caledonia. All future recipients of the award will
be inducted into the Order of Caledonia.
Raonale: Current members of the Order of St. Margaret are proud of
their accomplishments that lead to receiving the award and wish to
maintain this status and name.
The current medal awarded would remain the same with a change of
ribbon color.
Raonale: We already have the mold for the award and it would be
expensive to recast. The medal is non-speciﬁc as it is a Thistle on a St.
Andrew's cross which would sll be appropriate going forward. A change
of ribbon color would be appropriate to diﬀerenate OSM from OSC.
A Nominaon form would be adopted and accessible to all members.

Said beneﬁt must be iden.ﬁable, and quan.ﬁed such that its value
to the Society or community should be apparent to the majority of
the Society membership.
The services/acvies performed should be other than those
tradi.onally expected from women with a similar relaonship to
the Society or community. If not, the beneﬁt derived should be
signiﬁcantly greater than is normally achieved by these same
acvies.

Procedure for Nomina.on
Any member may nominate a lady for inducon into the OSM,
pursuant to the provisions of this document.
•
Nomina.ons must be submi#ed in wri.ng to the president of the
Society documen.ng the services, ac.vi.es and beneﬁts as deﬁned
above.
•

PROPORED NEW WORDING - Changes in Blue Italics
3. Order of Caledonia: Nomina.on Requirements and Procedures
Eligibility
•
The nominee may be a member or a non-member of the Caledonian
Society of Cincinna.
•
The nominee must have performed a service or services, or engaged
in acvies resulng in signiﬁcant beneﬁt to the Caledonian Society
or the local community from which its members are drawn.
•
Said beneﬁt must be iden.ﬁable, and quan.ﬁed such that its value
to the Society or community should be apparent to the majority of
the Society membership.
•
The services/acvies performed should be other than those
tradi.onally expected from persons with a similar relaonship to
the Society or community. If not, the beneﬁt derived should be
signiﬁcantly greater than is normally achieved by these same
acvies.

Raonale: A form would make it easier for members to make nominaons Procedure for Nomina.on and Induc.on
•
Any Society member may nominate qualiﬁed persons for inducon
and to demonstrate the qualiﬁcaons of the Nominee.
into the Order of Caledonia by submi6ng a nominaon form.
•
Nominaon must be submi7ed by August 31 to be considered for the
The new order will eﬀecvely have the same guidelines as previously
current year inducon which would take place at the annual St.
outlined for Order of St. Margaret recipients.
Andrew's Ball in November.
Changes to the wording would be as wri"en below:
•
Conﬁrmaon of new members of the Order would be by vote of
Current Board Members and Current members of both Order of St.
PREVIOUS WORDING
Margaret and Order of Caledonia.
3. Order of St. Margaret: Nomina.on Requirements and Procedures
(A/M 1991)
Eligibility
•
The nominee must have performed a service or services, or engaged
in acvies resulng in signiﬁcant beneﬁt to the Caledonian Society
or the local community from which its members are drawn.

Highland Spring supper & Meeting
6 Dexter Place, Cincinnati OH 45206
April 30

6:00pm

Cost $40 per person
Highland fare with wine parings
Join us on the evening of April 30th 2016
for the Caledonian Society Spring
Meeting at Dan & Lorraine’s Historic
home in East Walnut Hills.
On site will be the Genealogical Society of Hamilton County to research your
family name. Plus a Scotch Tasting (additional $10)
One topic that will be discussed that evening are the changes to the Order of St.
Margret that have been proposed. This will be a truly wonderful evening to
enjoy a relaxing evening with Society members in this 1880 home that has a
wonderful history.

REPLY Form: Send reservations to Mike Brooks by April 25th.
Highland Spring Supper and Meeting
Cost

Quantity

Supper

_______

@ $40

= $_____

Scotch Tasting

_______

@ $10

= $_____

Total Enclosed

Make checks payable to

Caledonian Society of Cincinna.

$_______

Name
Address

Phone
Email

Mail to: Mike Brooks
PO Box 30037, Cincinna, OH 45230-0037
7393326@gmail.com or 513-739-3326

Scotland Trip—
Trip—Part One
by Jeﬀ Craig
“The band is going to Scotland.” Word got out in early 2014 that
one of the pipe bands I compete with, 87th Cleveland Pipe Band,
was planning a 2015 trip to the World Pipe Band Championships in
Glasgow. I’ve played snare drum with Cincinna Caledonian Pipes &
Drums since 1992. We’ve been grade 5 most of that me, with
some bumps up to grade 4 here and there, and even a foray to
grade 3 in 2006-7. In 2011, I started compeng with 87th Cleveland
Pipe Band in grade 4 on their snare line. The band is under the
direcon of PM Michael Crawley.
He started coming to our Cincinna
ceilidhs in the late 1990s as a
vendor and I got to know him
casually. With a link established
between the o6en rival Ohio cies,
we sent several players there over
the years who sought a higher level
of compeon. I wasn’t the ﬁrst.
It’s a family band like many in
North America, and Scotland!
Michael’s dad, John, a nave
Glaswegian, started the band in
1987, which is why they are called
7

87th Cleveland. Michael’s sister plays pipes, and her husband too.
Their son, Michael's nephew, is the lead sck on snare. Another
Crawley sister has 2 kids in the band. Then there is the bass
drummer, local Cincinnaan, Joe O’Connor who had also played
snare with Michael in Great Lakes Pipe Band, a grade 2 compeon
band. That’s correct, Michael is the pipe major of the grade 4 band,
and a snare drummer in a grade 2 band. He also is the lead singer of
Mary’s Lane, a popular Celc folk group. But this story isn’t about
him. It’s my story. Our story.
My daughter, Kae has taken
Highland Dance since she was
about 5 under the direcon of
Louise Reid in the Cincinna
Highland Dancers. When she was
8, she started learning tenor drum.
Two years later, in 2012, she
played her ﬁrst band gig with
Cincinna Caledonian at the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. By 2015 she
was ready to compete with me in
87th Cleveland Pipe Band. Good
ming, since they were going to
Scotland that same year. I booked

CCP&D cont. from p. 3

McIan’s playing for us along with the Riley School Irish
Singers, Sco+sh and Irish dancers and of course, the
Cincinna Caledonian Pipe Band.
Earlier that same day, we’ll be hosng the ﬁrst ever
Cincinna Indoor Piping and Drumming Compeon and
Workshops. We’ve had a great response so far and we’re
hoping this will become an annual event. With the
generous support of several friends of the band including
the Caledonian Society, we are able to oﬀer a number of
prizes for the competors including some for Amateur
Piper of the Day in Honor of Arch O" and Best Dressed

Scotland Trip cont. from p. 7
airfare in February for our August departure. Those 6 months
waing seemed like a lifeme. During those 6 months, we had to
change plans a bit. My wife was
hired at the local school and
couldn’t go. My son decided he
shouldn’t miss his ﬁrst full week of
high school either. It was just
going to be Kae and I . . . and
about 20 of our pipe band friends.
We le6 10 days before the
compeon so we could do some
touring.
TO THE HIGHLANDS!
Upon arriving in Glasgow via
Toronto and Reykjavik, sun and
mild temps greeted us! Not bad.
Unfortunately, our luggage
decided to stay in Toronto for the
next 3 days. We got a rental car and I did my best to keep from
hi+ng the le6 curb all the way from the airport to our
accommodaons at the University of Strathclyde in the heart of
Glasgow. The ﬂat was spacious. Without the contents of our
luggage, Kae and I walked to Aldi to grab some essenals to
de us over a few days like socks, underwear, toothpaste and
frozen pizzas. The usual. As we walked there, we passed a pub
where an older patron worn down by years of the drink, stood
outside. In this thick accent, he informed me to come on in, “It’s
gay night”. Kae quickly learned of Scotland’s sassy or perhaps
saucy sense of humor. I quickened our pace to the store. Our ﬂat
mate, another Cincy area piper, Ma" Kelley was arriving the next
day and the three of us had an excursion to the Highlands and
Islands planned. Ma" arrived on me, but his trip was also
marred by misplaced items. In his case, it was not luggage, nor
the airlines fault. He le6 his pipes on the bus transporng him
from one terminal to another in Amsterdam. So a6er ﬁguring
out how to handle that, we were ﬁnally ready to head out of
Glasgow on Saturday at 5pm. We had lodging booked on the
west coast in Plockton, a mere 5 hours away, or so we thought.
We drove out of Glasgow and stopped for dinner along Loch

Award in Memory of Vic Wilson.
Finally, we wanted to menon that the band is starng
the “Caledonian Caravan”. Once a month for the next
several months, instead of our regular pracce locaon,
we’ll be traveling around Cincinna to a diﬀerent place
each month. Starng in March with the Brazenhead Pub
in Mason. Check our website (h"p://
cincypipesanddrums.org/) o6en for updates.
Keep track of our happenings at
www.facebook.com/Caledonians or our website,
www.CincyPipesAndDrums.org.

Lomond extending our trip by at least an hour. A6er a great
dinner of ﬁsh n chips washed down with a pint, the drive north
connued into the early August dusk. High hills lined the roads.
With the sun down, eerie light and shadow played in the glen as
twilight lingered in these
northern latudes. By
midnight we were sll over an
hour away. We pushed north
and west for our ﬁnal
desnaon of the night.
Plockton greeted us with
Highland cows in the road. We
stopped. They stared. We
stared. And took photos.
Slowly I made a path around
the beasts. At 1:30am we
drove up the narrow street to
the Plockton Hotel. Next door
a crowd at the inn had spilled
into the street. What a party
for a town with 3 streets!
Turns out the area hosts a sailing rega"a to Skye and these were
the parcipants. But we just missed the chance for a nightcap.
The bartender was sweeping up the mess le6 by the out-oftowners.
Next morning a delicious buﬀet of sausages, black pudding,
beans and all of the expected goodies greeted us at the
breakfast buﬀet. We walked around Plockton and checked out
the harbor. On the other side stood a castle, Duncraig, perhaps
named for a long lost relave of mine. It was closed for
renovaon. I stopped in the only gi6 shop in town and struck up
a conversaon with the proprietor. Although blind, he
performed all dues with ease. With a last name of MacKenzie, I
was sure to share with him that I wore that tartan with the
Cincinna band. He menoned that his uncle, Angus William
Rugg MacKenzie, emigrated to Cape Breton Island, Nova Scoa,
Canada and founded the Gaelic College. What a funny
coincidence. I a"ended that school one summer in the early
1990s to study Gaelic while working on my masters thesis. The
world got a bit smaller that day. We took oﬀ for the next
desnaon which took us ‘over the bridge to Skye”. The treeless

island, stark and mysterious, has so much
to see, but we had li"le me to stop. The
Caledonian MacBrayne ferry awaited us
at Uig. We arrived and had me to check
out some shops and grab a winter hat
and windbreaker at the Skye Brewing Co.
It’s never really summer in the Highlands.
There were warm clothes items in our
luggage, if only it was with us.
The ferry took us across The Minch and
we drove onto the Isle of Harris which is
connected to the Isle of Lewis - one island
separated by two names. Harris is more
hilly and occupies the southern 1/3 part
of the island. Lewis is the northern 2/3rds and somewhat ﬂa"er, more
ferle and populous. Being Sunday, I had read there would be few, if
any businesses open. The Calvinist tradions of honoring the Sabbath
survive here. So much so that when the ferry we took added a Sunday
service in 2006, it caused controversy. But we had to eat so the Indian
restaurant in Stornaway got our business. A6er an mediocre dish of
kka masala, we took oﬀ in the mist for a 5000 year old desnaon.
Out of the Northern Atlanc shores of western Lewis rise machair or
ferle plains used as grassland for animal herding. Neolithic dwellers
raised huge slabs of local gneiss boulders into circles and alignments
here and several other spots on the western fringe of the then known
world. The reason for these alignments have been lost with the ages as
successive waves of cultures, both Celc and Norse diminished the
original meaning of the relics. Years of neglect and agricultural use

covered some of the site. In the late 1800s, ﬁve feet of peat was dug up
to clear the stones for preservaon. Today, we call them the Callanish
Stones, named for the nearby village. The day was slipping away so
a6er strolling through the giant monolith, tomb and rows of rock, we
had to head to Harris for our lodging. The narrow roads, one lane in
many places hugged the rocky beaches all the way to Leverburgh on
the south coast of Harris. A recent list ranked the beaches of western
Harris in the top 10 of the world. The lodging I booked in Leverburgh
was an independent hostel, or bunkhouse. We arrived just a6er 9pm
and lights out are 9pm so we p-toed to our room. Kae, Ma" and I
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had a room with 2 bunks. Being a guesthouse,
it has shared rooms and a female lodger was
already in bed. So we le6 the lights oﬀ and
used our phone ﬂashlights to help get
unpacked as quietly as possible. Kae was
red and went to bed. Ma" and I had a bo"le
of 10 year old Laphroaig to make a dent in, so
we went to the family room and poured 2
drams. Another couple from mainland Europe
came in soon a6er. The guy joined us a6er
they ﬁgured out their sleeping arrangements
and we cha"ed about travels and shared some
of our whisky with him. The main reason for
picking this lodging was because it's walking
distance to the ferry terminal where passengers can take excursions to
other island in the Outer Hebrides . . . including St. Kilda.
St. Kilda was the
whole point in
heading to the
Highlands. Well,
the main point.
But we only had
one day to try to
make it. It's
suggested
leaving a 2 day
window for St.
Kilda excursions
because rough
seas o6en delay
the departure
by a day. I had
become
infatuated with
St. Kilda decades ago a6er reading an arcle somewhere, probably
Naonal Geographic. I sought out books and piled over maps about it.
Many reading this may know about the story. If not,a brief synopsis of
St. Kilda is in order. There is no saint named Kilda. It's probably a
corrupon of the main island called Hirta. The "H" had a gu"ural sound
by islanders and "R's" tended to be pronounced more like an "L". So
Hirta could have been pronounced Kilta or Kilda. It's just a theory.
Others exist too that try to connect it to Norse roots, or Irish Gaelic.
Archaeological research shows that the island archipelago, which is a
remnant of an ancient volcano, has had human se"lements for 4000
years. The fascinang story to me is the isolaon that existed for the
180 people who lived here for over a millennia. The populaon
probably never got larger due to the simple fact that the environment
could not support more people. And it o6en went below 100 in hard
mes. They had sheep, an ancient breed descended from the earliest
domesc stock in Europe. Today they remain feral on the main island,
Hirta, and a similar but diﬀerent sub-species roam another isolated
island, Soay, nearby. Islander men also climbed the slopes, some of the
highest sea cliﬀs in Europe, to catch birds and their eggs. Birds are
numerous here. Northern Gannet, Atlanc Puﬃn and Northern Fulmar
all use the islands here for breeding. Populaons swell to a million. The
men risked their lives trying to catch the birds or collect eggs on the
nearly vercal cliﬀs. Surprisingly, li"le ﬁsh was in the diet, mainly
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because it was even more dangerous to take a boat into the perilous
waters oﬀ the rocky coast. And there were no trees to make the boats.
The story of St. Kilda's human populaon ends in 1930. A6er surviving
for thousands of years in harmony with their surrounding
environment, modern mes caught up with the fragile balance of life.
Passing ships began stopping in the 1800s to allow tourists to gaze at
the St. Kildans. Over me, the islanders became more and more
dependent on these stops for supplies. But they also received things
from the outside world that for so long was kept away - smallpox and
cholera. Childhood tetanus resulted in high infant mortality rates. A
large group emigrated to Australia. Families were brought to St. Kilda
from Harris to try to replace them. Then World War I started and a
German sub bombed the island with no casuales, but sll brought
Brish military to occupy an overlook. The self-reliance that deﬁned an
isolated populaon was long gone and so by request of the remaining
islanders, all 36 of them, they were evacuated to mainland Scotland
on August 29, 1930. Never again would St. Kilda host a nave
populaon. Today it is a UNESCO World Heritage site, one of the few
in the world to hold joint status for its natural and cultural qualies.

The Naonal Trust of Scotland owns the enre archipelago. Tours are
available from a few charter boat companies that have permission to
visit. During the summer students help college professors with
research and may camp for extended periods. Generally, boats leave
from the Outer Hebrides, a four hour trip to the bay where passengers
then board smaller vessels which can then dock at the small pier. We
had reservaons for Monday morning, and only Monday even though
the 2 day window is suggested. We had to head back to Glasgow by
Tuesday to start praccing with the pipe band. And there is only one
ferry from Harris back to Skye each day.
Monday morning we were up early. Our friend from mainland Europe was
up early too. A ﬂat re on his rental car had him a bit ﬂustered. We
secured our warm, water resistant wear and headed for the pier. The
weather here was sunny and cool. But ﬁ6y miles away in the North
Atlanc Ocean could be an enrely diﬀerent story. Joining the other
explorers, we checked in with the captain on the dock. He called out to the
Naonal Trust oﬃce on St. Kilda to check the condions. Our excursion in
the HIghlands teetered on the brink. He listened intently into his phone.
We watched and waited. What would be the answer? Was the ocean
calming enough to allow us to set sail for my bucket list desnaon? Find
out in the next edion of the Gaze"e!

Kilt-Spotting

St. Andrew’s
Ball 2016
SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, November 26th
Planning for this year’s St. Andrew’s Ball is well
underway. We will once again be back at the
Hilton Netherland Plaza and looking to connue to
grow and make this an outstanding event. Please
feel free to contact me with any quesons,
comments or suggesons.

Robert, Louise & Cami Reid with Channel 12 News Anchors Liz Bonis and Adam
Clements a6er a promoonal spot for the Society Burns Night. Robert played
the pipes and spoke eloquently about the evening. Cami and Louise danced the
Highland Fling. A6er our spot we were able to go to the next studio and pet the
puppies at the SPCA telethon.

Been caught wearing your kilt around town or somewhere unusual?
Email photos to LouiseLReid@hotmail.com to be included in the next edion.
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There is now a museum dedicated to
preserving Cincinna’s rich Sco+sh
Heritage. As Cincinna is home to the
oldest Sco+sh Society and one of the
oldest Pipe bands (top 10) in the US plus
a number of other outstanding Sco+sh
groups, we believe it is important to
have a locaon where this history can
be shared with the general public to
help promote all these groups. We
hope this locaon will be a start for
bigger and be"er things. If anyone has
photos, arfacts or informaon on
anything having to do with Sco+sh
History in Cincinna please feel free to
contact us. We are also open to other
donaons (picture frames or other
display items) Please feel free to
contact us with quesons, or to schedule a me to stop in as
we currently don’t have scheduled open hours. Please check
out our FB site.
Lost Society History
In pu+ng together this museum, we ﬁnd that the Society has
lost a
large part
of its
history,
the
Cincinna
Museum
Center
has
records
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from 1827 to 1915 and we are currently researching the
archives held by Jesse, which we believe starts in the 1970’s,
so there is a big poron that is missing. If anyone has any
informaon on who may have this or where it may be, or
even just some type of records from this period (old
newsle"ers or meeng
notes) Please contact us, we
love to get copies and if
necessary piece together this
missing history.
Contact Robert or Louise Reid:
RobertReid111@hotmail.com
LouiseLReid@hotmail.com

Covedale Center for Performing Arts
April 28-May 22
www.CincinnatiLandmarkProductions.com
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share Highland Dancing with many people
that had never seen it.

had to scoot down to
On March 18, we performed at SEM
CVG to perform in
Manor in Anderson to entertain the
Terminal B. It was very
residents. They were a wonderful and
bizarre going through
appreciave audience.
security in our kilt
ou-its! We got to
On March 19 we had several dancers
entertain travelers as
parcipate in the Cincinna Indoor
they waited for ﬂights
Compeon. Good performances by all
and hoped we didn't get dancers. On April 2, Lily Powell and Cami
knocked down by
Reid ventured to the Nashville, TN to
anyone that was late for compete. Lily placed in all her dances and
their ﬂight. Following that we headed back to Loveland to rejoin
took the Novice trophy.
Robert and then on to Reading.
Cami also placed in all
While Robert took a wee break at
her dances in her
the Friendly Sons dinner, we met up
second ever Premier
with Rick Rust and hit the bars
compeon.
downtown with quite a few highland
There is no rest in sight
ﬂings. We also had the opportunity
for CHD dancers as we
to perform a Jig with the Blue Rock
look forward to several
Boys on Fountain Square. We caught
more performances in
up with Robert again at 10:00 and
April and May. Be sure
then headed to O’Bryons for our last
to keep up with us on
oﬃcial performance of the day. It
Facebook!
was exhausng but it was a great day
and a wonderful opportunity to
Nicholson’s Burns Night January 25th

