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President’s message
Dear Kith and Kin,
I connue to be fascinated with the Scosh inﬂuences here in
the Cincinna area. I parcipated in a
Kirking of the Tartans at the beauful
Immanuel Presbyterian Church on the
corner of Cli#on and Loraine
Avenues.
When we arrived, the morning sun
was shining through the stained glass
windows bathing the sanctuary in a
kaleidoscope of glorious colors. The
dark wood pews and pulpit
furnishings have been meculously
preserved. It was so beauful.

Some of the stained glass windows were inscribed in memory of
prior members with familiar Celc names. William B. McAlpin
was one of the original members of the church and
coincidentally a Past President of our
Caledonian Society serving twice 1866
-1867 and 1872-1875. Behind the
alter is a mosaic of an angel dedicated
in remembrance of William’s older
brother George W. McAlpin. The
bapsmal fount is inscribed in
memory of George’s wife, Emily.
William and George’s father was a
Scosh immigrant and very well
known merchant in the 5th ward of
Cincinna, by the name of Andrew
McAlpin. Mr. Andrew McAlpin
Connued on p. 5

Spring Meeting a huge success
We tried a new format for our Spring meeng
this year, and it turned out to
be a great success with the best
turn out we’ve had in a long
while for a meeng! We tried a
Cocktail/dinner party type
event. Society piper Chris
McLennan oﬀered up the use
of his beauful home and we
asked everyone to bring a
party dish and their favorite
drink and there was no charge
to a:end. Chris went the extra step and
provided a wonderful Chipotle buﬀet and even
brought in a couple of servers for the bar.

It was a wonderful evening where members
were able to get to know each
other in a relaxed seng. Plus
we did oﬀer a scotch tasng
with some interesng drams.
Chris even provided some
entertainment playing a variety
of pipes. All in all a great
Society event which we hope
to connue and grow. So
anyone who would be
interested in hosng an event,
please feel free to contact me at
robertreid111@hotmail.com. All that is needed
is a home or locaon to hold 30 or so kilted
fellows and lassies.
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CHD dancers a:ended several compeons
this spring. Most notably, Morgan Woodring
won overall in the Pre-Championship at
Grandfather
Mountain Highland
Games and Cami
Reid placed in the
Championships at
CHD has had a busy and excing
Grandfather and
Spring. We were privileged to be
Ohio Games. Cami also had a chance
able to perform again this year at several events: the CCP&D
to toss the caber a#er her Irish Jig
Ceilidh on April 8, the Ohio Scosh Games fundraiser at Molly
compeon at
Malone's, the Appalachian Fesval in early May, Summerfair in
Grandfather with
early June and Celc Fest Ohio in Mid-June. CHD founder and
impressive
teacher, Louise Reid, was honored to be able to kick up her heels
technique!
again with Seven
Naons at Celc
Fest Ohio and
In other news,
Grandfather
we would like to congratulate Melissa
Mountain Highland
Volck on the birth of her third child, Hazel
Games. Melissa
Brené. Brothers Henry and Eli are very
Volck and Cami
excited to welcome their new sister.
Reid were also able
Shelby Mahews graduated from the
to make a few
University of Cincinna with a degree in
appearances on the
Social Work and will connue on to get her
Main Stage at Celc
masters in
Connued on p. 15
Fest Ohio.
the same

On a Different Note
Hey all! Here's the latest from the Cincinna Caledonian Pipes
and Drums. Back in April, we had our second annual Cincinna
Indoor Solo Piping and Drumming Compeon and
Workshops. I'm happy to report that it was even bigger and
be:er than last year. We had 60 competors joining us from
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Michigan. We've already started
planning for 2018. Later that
same day in April, we had our
annual Tartan Day Ceilidh. As
always, we had a great crowd
and a lot of fun.

ﬁrst place out of eleven very
talented bands. Needless to say,
we were very excited and are now
looking ahead to compeng in
September at both the Columbus,
Indiana games and the Ligonier,
Pennsylvania games.

In between compeons, we
have been busy with gigs and a
couple of our members even
We started the 2017
had me to a:end the Ohio
compeon season in May with
Scosh Arts School at the end
of June. The rest of the
the Smoky Mountain games in
Summer looks busy with
Tennessee where we came in
second. We also had a number
various events culminang
with the annual Corn Roast and
of members bringing home
medals in solo
tug of war in August! Thanks
as always for the connued
compeons. Our next oung
was in June at the Ohio
support of the Society and we
games. The band, the drum corps and the mid-secon all came in hope to see you at some of our events and compeons.

Cincinnati Scots Highland Dancers
The Cincinna Scots Highland Dancers have been busy this
spring! In April we hosted our 21st Annual Compeon with
great a:endance and many trophies! The Ballard family then
headed south to Nashville, TN where both girls placed and
Lauren took home the overall trophy. May saw Lauren and Beth
Ballard a:end the Michigan Celc Classic where both placed
overall and the
MacKinnon Trio
a:ended the Niagra
Championships
where everyone took
home medals!
Memorial Day
weekend saw the
group travel north
once again to a:end
the Great Lakes
Open Championships
– all three
MacKinnon's placed
overall. Sunday
brought the Midwest
Regional

Championships with Breagh MacKinnon winning Champion,
Ashlynn MacKinnon 1st Runner Up, Kaylee MacKinnon 2nd
Runner Up, Lauren Ballard 1st Runner Up and Beth Ballard
Alternate. Now all ﬁve girls will head west to Salt Lake City to
a:end the 2017 US and North American Championships.
May also means graduates! We
have two wonderful Seniors this
year. Rachel Speigel will a:end
University Cincinna with a merit
scholarship and a Pre-Pharmacy
focus. Emily McLennan will
a:end the College of Wooster –
where she received a Highland
Dance scholarship and will play
an integral role in their Highland
Dance performance group!
You can see us this month at the Ohio Scosh Games and the
Ohio Scosh Arts School. Thank you everyone for your
encouragement, support and enthusiasm. 2017 has already
been a great year and we expect it to only get be:er and be:er!

Scholarship
Society Members and Friends,
Our organizaon has the wonderful
opportunity to help bright hard-working students
who are currently a:ending college full-me. All
we ask is that they be academically successful
students from the Greater Cincinna/Northern
Kentucky area with a connecon to Scotland in
their ancestry. Applicants we've received over
the years including this year represent many
diﬀerent ﬁelds of study from engineering to
educaon, ﬁnance to sports ﬁtness.
Myself and the other commi:ee members,
Heather and Bill will be convening soon to
choose how best we can serve the candidates for scholarships

this year. Please consider making a donaon to
our tax deducble organizaon. All proceeds go
directly to the scholarship recipients. With a solid
principal to build on, the Caledonian Society can
connue to help many more deserving students
ease the burden of rising college expenses. To
learn more about our scholarships or to make an
immediate donaon to help us cover this year's
scholarships, visit our website at h:p://
www.caledoniansociety.org/scholarship.html
which has my contact informaon. Checks can be
made payable to Caledonian Society Scholarship
Fund.
RespecMully submi:ed, Jeﬀ Craig

Newsleer Submissions:
If you have any interes$ng news or stories to share with the membership,
please submit ar$cles and photographs to louiselreid@hotmail.com.
Deadline for Submissions are March 21, June 21, September 21 and December 1.

Upcoming Events

Contact Us

August 4

Rod Stewart at Riverbend

August 5

Sco/sh Landscapes Concert at SCPA

August 4-6

Dublin Irish Fes$val (CCP&D play on Sunday)

August 19

* Corn Roast—Moundview Park, Newtown

Sept 9-10

Columbus, IN Sco/sh Fes$val

Oct 14

Cheviot Sco/sh Fes$val

TBD

* Fall Mee$ng

Your Caledonian Resource Guide
Pipe Bands

Highland Dancing and Instruc$on

Cincinna Caledonian Pipes & Drums:
www.cccpandd.com
Robert Reid robertreid111@hotmail.com
Emerald Society:
Carrie Brigger 513-675-8201
Hamilton County Sheriﬀ Band:
Alex Kramer 513-478-8140
akramer@sheriﬀ.hamilton-co.org
Solo Pipers: Contact any pipe band

Cincinna Highland Dancers:
Louise Reid 513-226-1838
CincyHighlandDancers.webs.com
CincyHighlandDancers@gmail.com
Cincinna Scots Highland Dancers:
Melissa Gentry 859-356-5889
mdgentry@fuse.net

Sco/sh Country Dancing (RSCDS)

Wed: WOBO* (88.7 FM) 12 - 4 p.m. 724-3939
Hosted by Jesse Andrews
*Can’t get WOBO? Go to WWW.WOBOFM.Com
and stream to your PC

Vice President:
Daniel C. Bowen
513-751-8426
bowen1@fuse.net
Recording Secretary:
James Reilly
513-602-9300
jpmreilly@yahoo.com

* Indicated Society sponsored event

Radio Programs of Cel$c Music

President:
Mike Brooks
513-739-3326
7393326@gmail.com

Cincinna Branch:
Jill Cole 631-2429
Flying Ghillies:
Doreen Bernstein 937-845-0310
Heather & Thistle: Laura Russell 614-447-0620
www.rscdscincinna.org
Non-RSCDS: John Southcombe 872-2222

Membership Secretary:
Carol Stephenson
513-575-4470
cstephenson@fuse.net
Treasurer:
Natalie Cetrulo
mcgregnj@gmail.com
Gaelic Gazee Newsleer:
Louise Reid
513-226-1838
louiselreid@hotmail.com
Webmaster:
Randy Clipson
513-898-1444
randy@clipson.com

CaledonianSociety.org

In Fond remembrance
Our Caledonian family just lost two very dear, cherished,
important men. Jack McCall was a past president of the
Caledonian Society serving from 2005-2006. He was one of
the original members of the Hamilton County Sheriﬀ’s Pipes
and Drums and was most recently a member of the Sarasota
Highlanders Pipes and
Drums band in
Florida. Jack came back to
Cincinna last year to
a:end our St. Andrews
celebraon.
Alex Wa: was a treasure.
He also served at President
of the Caledonian Society
from 1995-1996. His
Scosh accent made his
recitaon of Burn's

"Address to a Haggis" spectacular. He also had a wonderfully
true singing voice and sang "Flower of Scotland" to open
many of our events. Alex was a piper and a drummer,
formerly with the Cincinna Caledonian Pipes and Drums,
and most recently with the Hamilton County Sheriﬀ’s Pipes
and Drum Corp.
At the me of this prinng,
arrangements for memorial
services have not been
published.
We are grateful to have
known these ﬁne men. They
will truly be missed.
Mike Brooks

President’s Message Continued from P. 1
was also a Past President of the
Caledonian Society serving 18431850, 1853, and 1855-1863.
The minister was kilted and
claimed a McGregor lineage. I
couldn’t help but to think back to
the story of Reverend James
McGregor, noted as the “Moses of
the Scots-Irish.” Rev. McGregor
was a Scot exiled to Ireland and
was a veteran of the siege of Derry. He established a small
Presbyterian church in 1710. At that me Presbyterians were not
allowed to hold oﬃce, teach, or even
conduct civil ceremonies such as weddings
or funerals. In 1718, McGregor and most of
his congregaon set sail from the town of
Coleraine in Northern Ireland for Boston. It
was surreal to be sing in the pew where
past presidents of our Caledonian Society
had sat and to listen to a sermon by
a McGregor descendant.
The Immanuel Presbyterian Church
is a true treasure. More informaon
about the church can be found at
h:p://immanuelpresby.org/.

Shi#ing gears to our upcoming events: On August 19th we will
have our “Founders’ Day Corn Roast”. It will be held at
Moundview Park, 3130 Newtown Road, in
Newtown, Ohio. The park has a very nice
playground for the children and convenient
restroom facilies. There is also a very nice
level area for the “larger children” to once
again bring out the “horrible haggis hawser” as
the Caledonian Clan of Grey Beards a:empt to
reclaim the prized
tug-o-war Gold Cup
against the
Gallowglasses of the
Caledonian Pipes and
Drums. The band
members have won
decisively for the last
two years using sorcery, trickery and
some even claim “witchcra#.” I have a
feeling that this year the Grey Beard
Clan will prevail with shear brawn,
moxie, and muscularity.
There will be plenty of food, drink, and
pleasant fellowship. Please bring a
neighbor (or two) and introduce
them to your friends in Caledonian
Society of Cincinna.
Also it’s not too early to start
making plans for our St. Andrews
Ball on November 25th. We will be
returning to the Hilton downtown
and look forward to another
spectacular event. Mark your
calendars.
Alba gu brath!
Mike Brooks

Annual
Founder’s
Day Corn
Roast
August 19, 2017 @ 3:00pm

The Society Provides:
•
•
•
•

Burgers, Mes, Brats and Hot Dogs
Lots of Delicious Corn
So: Drinks and Water Provided
Please bring your favorite dish or
desert to share.

Friendship, Games, Music
and Fun for all ages!
Society-Pipe Band Annual
Tug-O-War
British and Classic Car
Show
(All countries included)

LOCATION:
Moundview Park
3130 Newtown Road, Newtown, OH 45244
More Event Information:
James Reilly
513-602-9300 or
jpmreilly@yahoo.com

This is the Society’s biggest fundraiser!
We are looking continue great
attendance this year, event is rain or
shine as we have a great barn to
congregate in. Please support the
society & attend with family & friends!

Corn Roast 2017 Reservations—send in by August 15
Corn Roast Reservations

Cost

Quantity

Name

Ages 13+

_______

@ $10

= $_____

Address

Kids 0-12 (free)

_______

@ $0

= $_____

Phone

$_______

Email

Total Enclosed
Make checks payable to

Caledonian Society of Cincinna$

Mail to:
James Reilly 9510 Ambleside Dr., Cincinna, OH 45241

62nd annual
Grandfather mountain
highland games

Photo Morgan Woodring: Preparing for Calling of Clans and Torch Lighng Ceremony Thursday evening

By Robert Reid (with a few bits and pieces from Louise Reid)

As we usually a:end these events just to compete or vend, we
picked this one to go as a sponsor. Upon arrival, we checked
into
a quaint ski lodge type hotel, (they actually had real keys for
The Grandfather Mountain Highland Games is a long running
the room!) We were lucky to make
tradion embracing the best of Scosh culture and athlecs.
The Society has been a sponsor of the games since 1977 and the it by 9:15 and the recepon had
Losanville Highlanders have been posng the colors since then not yet closed as usual. Be sure to
check with any accommodaon
as well.
you book as most places to not
We arrived late on Thursday but Morgan Woodring was there to have a 24 hour recepon.
capture the Calling of the Clans and Torch Lighng Ceremony. I
Friday morning was Cami’s prewill deﬁnitely make plans to try to make it next year. Each clan
carries in a torch and announces its presence at the games, very championship dance compleon.
powerful tradion that dates way back to the highlands (and all It was a cool, Scosh-like rainy
morning and really made for a
the fans from the Outlander books will remember the torch
lovely seng with the mist coming
ceremony on Mt. Helicon.)
down from the mountains. There
were deﬁnitely some challenges
preparing to dance in these
Photo Morgan Woodring
condions, make sure you are well
prepared with rain coats, galoshes,
etc. As they only move the dancing
events to a school gym under
extreme weather condions.
Photo Eve Brooks
Louise’s student, Morgan
Woodring won the PreChampionship that day (see page 2 for a picture).
Connued on p. 11

CLANS AT EDINBURGH CASTLE
CASTLE FOR FIRST
TIME SINCE JACOBITE UPRISING

Submi:ed by Duncan Moir

Brigadier David Allfrey, Chief Execuve and Producer of The
Royal Edinburgh Military Ta:oo, said: “Edinburgh Castle has
h:p://www.scotsman.com/news/clans-at-edinburgh-castle-for- been at the centre of so many extraordinary events over the
years and it is tremendous that we will see another story
ﬁrst-me-since-jacobite-uprising-1-4440048
playing out this summer.
by Alison Campsie
“I wonder what the forebears of the Clan Chiefs and the leaders
of the Families would be thinking if they could witness so many
Monday 08 May 2017
of their descendants being entertained in the Great Hall?”
Scotland’s clan chiefs have returned to Edinburgh Castle for the
Sir Malcolm MacGregor, convener of the Standing Council of
ﬁrst me since the 1745 Jacobite rebellion.
Scosh Chiefs, said it was a “great honour” to take part in the
More than 30 clansmen and women marched to the Great Hall Royal Military Ta:oo this year.
at Edinburgh for the ﬁrst me since the a:empted siege of the
castle by Bonnie Prince Charlie’s forces. It is believed to be the He said: “There will be clan representaves from around the
world, in keeping with the high internaonal proﬁle of the
only occasion that clans have been openly welcomed to the
Ta:oo, and the global nature of today’s clan network.
fortress. Today, the visitors gathered in the Great Hall which
their ancestors once a:empted to storm.
“ For the parcipang clans, it will be a dream come true to
The visit was organised by The Royal Edinburgh Military Ta:oo march onto the Esplanade of Edinburgh Castle, a locaon that
has, over the centuries, been central to the clan story.
ahead of this summer’s event which will invite Clan Chiefs to
lead their members onto the esplanade for the ﬁrst me. A
total of 57 clans are due to be represented with members from “Tartan will be to the fore with the clans ki:ed out in the ‘Garb
of Old Gaul’. The great cloth, that has
around the world to take part.
Connued on p. 9
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IRIS HARMON WINS PRESTIGIOUS
MAYERSON AWARD
One of the Cincinna Scots
Highland Dancers, Iris Harmon,
recently won the presgious
Cincinna School for the Creave
& Performing Arts Corbe:
Mayerson Awards compeon in
the ﬁeld of Costume Design. This
annual compeon is open to
SCPA juniors in all arsc ﬁelds
and spotlights student arsts
who have displayed excellence in
their work. A#er compleng a
round of preliminaries, top
student arsts are selected to
have their work evaluated by
disnguished judges (including
Rocky Carroll, an alum and star of

Edinburgh cont. from p. 8

been worn by the Clans and
Scosh Regiments since the
Jacobite period of the 1700s, will
be on full display and worn with
great pride.”
Organisers said today’s gathering
was an indicaon of the strength
of clan loyalty which sll survives
in Scotland, with more than 350
clans in existence.

TV’s “NCIS”) from the
ﬁelds of the creave
and performing arts.
The compeon
culminates in an
evening of ceremony,
where each student
presents their work.
From these
presentaons, seven
winners are chosen.
Winners of the Corbe:
Mayerson compeon
receive a scholarship to
further their educaon
and arsc pracce, in
their senior year.

He said nearly 200 clansmen and
women will be welcomed into the
castle on every night of the
Ta:oo this summer. “This me
though I hope everything will be
peaceful,” he added.
Fiona Hyslop, Minister for Culture
and External Aﬀairs, said:
“Scotland’s history and heritage is
a key draw for visitors to
Scotland, no more so than in
2017, the Year of History,
Heritage and Archaeology.

In September 1745, more than 900 Highland clansmen marched
to the City of Edinburgh to lay siege to the Castle.
“The clans are an integral part of our rich heritage, their
histories shaping Scotland. The clans generate signiﬁcant
interest from the
Although they managed to capture Edinburgh and Holyrood,
internaonal
they were never successful in capturing the Castle as General
Guest, Governor at the me, would not surrender the Castle to diaspora and I
welcome their
Bonnie Prince Charlie and his men.
involvement in this
year’s Ta:oo.”
Major General Mike Riddell-Webster, Governor of Edinburgh
Castle, added: “I believe the Castle has been besieged 23 mes
in its long history and claims to be ‘the most besieged place in
Great Britain and one of the most a:acked in the world’.

THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS
A BRIEF AND RARE JACOBITE VICTORY
Edited by Michael B. Gunn, Ph.D.

against the Royal Army with 2,300 men and 6 cannons. Prince Charles’
Army prevailed over the Brish Regiments. However, this ba:le is not a
ba:le honor for Brish Regiments.

The Ba:le of Prestonpans was fought in the Jacobite Rebellion War of
1745. It took place on the October 2, 1745. Prince Charles (Bonnie
Prince Charlie) led the Jacobites with Lord George Murray against Brish In July of 1745 Prince Charles landed near Moidart in the Highlands of
General Sir John Cope. The Size of the armies at the Ba:le of
Scotland with seven companions. He raised his standard at Glenﬁnnan
Prestonpans were close in number with the Highlanders 2,500 men up
and assembled an army from the clans that supported his bid for the
throne. This army marched into Edinburgh in September
1745. The two royal dragoons regiments ﬂed at the highland
approach in the infamous “Colterbrigg canter”.
General Sir John Cope, the commander of the small royal
force in Scotland, had marched to Inverness with his four
regiments of foot. The regiments present at the ba:le were:
Gardiner’s (13th) and Hamilton’s (14th) Dragoons, Guise’s
(6th), Lee’s (44th), Murray’s (46th) and Lascelles (47th) Foot.
Cope brought his troops south to Dunbar by sea and met up
with the dragoons. None of his troops, dragoons or foot,
were experienced or even adequately trained. Cope’s
arllery, can only be described as a “scratch” force
comprising invalids and seamen under by one aged gunner.
Cope marched North along the coast road towards
Edinburgh.
The cavalry found the rebel army to be inland and to the
south, causing Cope to form his army against the sea behind
a marsh. During the night of 20th September 1745 the rebels
made use of a path through the marsh to come up on the
le# ﬂank of the royal army. Cope
Connued on p. 16
reformed his line to the le# with

SOME OF MY MEMORIES OF ALEX WATT
By Jesse Andrews
I got to know Alex while a:ending the Masonic Lodge
and invited him to join The Caledonian Society. He
would soon become a member of The Cincinna Pipe
Band (later known as the Caledonian Pipes &
Drums). He started out on the base drum and soon
migrated to the bagpipes. Around 1976 he joined the
Syrian Scots (Shrine band) unl 1993. His son, Stephen
started taking bagpipe lessons from Pipe Major Arch O:
who had also taught Alex. In November of 1993, the
Hamilton County Sheriﬀ Si Leis authorized the
establishment of The Hamilton County Sheriﬀ's Pipe and
Drum Corp. Alex and Stephen became the only father
and son combo in the band.
10

Geng back to the Masonic Lodge, Alex
became Master of the Lodge three mes. He
was also a member of the Scosh Rite and
Syrian Shrine Scots Guard. Alex had a great
memory. He learned and recited “Tam O
Shanter” at many of the Burns
Celebraons. Everyone knows him for his
“Address to the Haggis”, no one could do it
like Alex. Alex traveled to many of the
Highland games including Grandfather
Mountain, Stone Mountain, Glasgow and he
was present for all 30 years at Kentucky
Scosh Weekend.
He will be missed by all who knew him.

GMHG cont. from p. 7

athlecs, sheep herding, piping compeons, Highland wrestling
and children events take place. They even to a number of track
and ﬁeld contests open to the public. Encircling the main ﬁeld
are all the clan and society tents, then on the outskirts are the
diﬀerent entertainment groves, vendors, music and educaonal
tents. There is really a lot going on that covers everyone’s tastes
and interests and it is impossible to do everything in one year.
Plus all the people there are ever so friendly and welcoming, I
just enjoy walking around the clan booths talking to the diﬀerent
groups and learning about their organizaon. Especially the ones
that have scotch. But really, it’s a great family event.

Anyway, back to Friday, Louise danced two sets with Seven
Naons and even did a dance with Rathkeltair as the 7N piper
Color Guard.
was also pulling double duty that day. Cami and Will visited the
Being a Friday, I’d ﬁgured the games would be very quiet but not Children’s acvies tents and, although they are geng a bit old
at all, there was a full grounds buzzing with acvity and the day for coloring and balloons, they were happy to be able to make
went very quickly. The Caledonian Society of Cincinna was
once again well represented in a:endees. The Losanville
Highlanders, led by Jesse Andrews, provided the ceremonial
color guard to open the event as they have done for many
decades now. They put on a splendid display.
Photo Morgan Woodring: Opening Ceremony Losanville Highlanders

For anyone who has not a:ended these games, I do highly
recommend it. Out of all the games I’ve a:ended (which are
plenful), this is the best. It oﬀers everything one would want
from a games and even though it’s a dry event people are
welcome to bring their own coolers and every other clan tent has
a bo:le or two that they are happy to share. The set up is
Louise Reid with her ﬁnal leap of the weekend performing with Seven
around the main ﬁelds where the Highland Dancing, Heavy
Naons.

Photo Morgan Woodring

some “slime” which all the rage this year, apparently. That
evening was the sponsor dinner recepon in Banner Elk. We
managed to get back to the hotel, clean up, change and head out
to enjoy a lovely buﬀet meal with carving staons and a beauful
array of desserts. We enjoyed mingling with many clan chiefs
and presenters at the fesval. Also that evening, they hold a
Celc Rock Concert, so we popped back to MacRae’s Meadow to
enjoy the fesvies and Louise was able to do a quick turn with 7
Naons. Once again the Mountain made for a great seng as
during the show there was a thunderhead growing behind the
stage. Since we were up the mountain the cloud was praccally
eye level and it was almost constantly illuminated with lightning,
very beauful and a bit spooky too! There is also a Scosh
Country dance event on Friday night each year which is another
event we would love to a:end, shame we cannot split ourselves
in three and go to all of them!

The next morning, Saturday, we were up early to head back for
the Atlanc Internaonal Championship Dance Compeon
which started at 8:00am. It was a lovely day and very warm. If
you plan to watch the ﬁeld acvies, be sure to bring an
umbrella and chairs or a waterproof blanket. If you are over
heated, head into the music groves, there is plenty of shade and
some very talented bands. A#er the dance compeon, we
spent the early a#ernoon vising with the clan tents, Louise
danced with Seven Naons and we wandered the grounds.
Two years ago you may recall our arcle from hiking up to
MacRae’s Peak. The kids didn’t quite make it that me and our
son, Will (now age 10), decided that he had to conquer the
mountain this year. So we were all on board and loaded in to the
minivan and drove about 50 feet up to the entrance of the park
(FYI: admission is $20/adult and $9/child so be prepared). There

On top of the rock! Top le:: Cami “hugging” the mountain as the rest of us celebrate geng to the top of MacRae’s Peak. Top Right: Cami and Will
“eang the clouds”. Boom Le:: Sll celebrang. Boom Center: Geological Marker from 1933 (thought it would have elevaon but I guess not.
It is 5,844 #. by the way). Boom Right: Descending from the peak, clouds rolled past Will, very serene.

12

Top Le:: You don’t realize the precarious cliﬀs you are standing on!
Top Center: Robert found a few cabers laying about.
Top Right: Shimmied down a hold, luckily there was a way out that
didn’t involve climbing.
Boom Le:: There are several ladders to help get you to the top,
otherwise heavy climbing equipment would be needed. Some
ladders are right at the edge of large cliﬀs!
Boom Right: This was not part of the path but we had not had enough
quite yet and decided to get to the top of this one too.

is a scenic (and very steep) drive to the top past the nature and
animal preserve, breath-taking views and incredible rock
formaons all with an accompanying CD audio guide provided with
admission. Remember it is always signiﬁcantly cooler at MacRae’s
Peak than it is in MacRae’s Meadow, so bring along a sweater or a
windbreaker, you will likely need it!
As we did the
tour last me,
this me we
scooted to the
top as we were a
li:le short on
me. We were
determined to
make it this year
and we decided
to try to do it in
record me
(personal record,
not all me as we
had no way to
look up that
data). So we
praccally ran up
the mountain to
MacRae’s Peak

descent took us
past the fesval
grounds again
and we were
drawn back to
the Celc Jam
concert being
held that
evening. This
concert is more
tradional/folk
music. We
stopped back
into the fesval grounds to listen for a bit but we soon moved on
as our bellies started rumbling. We found at a nice wood ﬁre pizza
joint on Beech Mountain near our lodgings and enjoyed plenty of
Louise and Cami Reid on the Mile High Swinging Bridge. Make sure you
carbs! Cami was itching to head back to the fesval grounds to
hold onto your hats, or be:er yet, just take them oﬀ. The winds are
take part in the
always blowing a gale near the peaks.
annual
marshmallow
wars (I think
and made it in 42 minutes. People were literally stepping out of
the way as the kids charged up the path. Once at the top, Cami did she thought
decide it was best to keep her center of gravity as low as possible, there would be
more eang of
while the rest of us stood and yodeled across the Blue Ridge
marshmallows
Mountains as the clouds blew past. Our decent was much more
rather than
relaxed as the kids explored every cave and crevasse, climbing
huge boulders and shimmying down narrow passages. Once at the ﬂinging them at
each other!)
bo:om we went across the Mile High Swinging Bridge to the
But we were all
another peak, Linville Peak. There are two other peaks one can
tuckered out
hike to but we just didn't have me and leaves us something to
and se:led in
conquer in the future! Once we made it back to the car, our
Kids Highland Games had
everything from hammer toss,
sheaf toss, pung the stone,
caber toss and tug-o-war.
Compeon was ﬁerce but all
had a great
me!

to watch a movie, which I believe the kids saw about the ﬁrst 5
minutes of before falling asleep and we made it maybe an hour.

connue to do as a family.

For anyone interested, I’d suggest
booking rooms early as there are
some great deals to be had, but they
do go quickly. Sponsors of a certain
level enjoy the Friday night sponsor
dinner, special parking and a sponsor
tent that overlooks the main ﬁeld and
oﬀers shade, snacks and
refreshments. This year was
also a Glenmorangie Scotch
tasng available to sponsors,
which was very educaonal and
as Louise will be in Scotland in
August, she got oﬀered a
special tour and tasng at the
That a#ernoon was the kids
disllery. There is also camping
races and athlecs. While we
available on the mountain,
were too late to sign Will up for
which we heard is a great me
running events (apparently
and is divided into two
registraon ends at noon), Will
secons: one with an early
had a great me with the
curfew for families and one
diﬀerent events and quickly
that allows folks to stay up a bit
made his way up to the
later and socialize. So if you are interested in spending me with
heaviest caber. Once Cami was done with her dance
your family and learning about your extended Scosh ‘clan’
compeon, she came over and gave the caber a toss or two,
family this is an event to make plans for. A#er 62 years of
sll wearing her Irish Jig dress! We had planned on leaving for
home right a#er the compeon, but, as they held oﬀ giving the pung on the event, they have it all worked out. It will certainly
jig awards unl the enre compeon ended, we decided to stay be in out travel plans for years to come. ▪
ll the end of the games.
Louise got to dance with 7
Naons one more me, which
turned out to be the most
excing performance of the
weekend.
Sunday was a lazier morning as Cami didn’t have compeon
unl 12:30 so we had told our Clan Chief that we’d march with
them in the parade of tartans at 11:30. We arrived at the
grounds at about 10:30 and made our way over to the
Dhonnnachaidh (pronounced don-a-key; aka Robertson) Clan
tent where the kids carried the Clan banner, I piped and Louise
made us look good. Cami did
have to pull out from carrying
the banner as she had to go
change for compeon so
Louise stepped in to help
William.

To close of the event ,
everyone in the entertainment
Groves descend on the inﬁeld
for some music by the various
entertainers and ﬁnished with
a huge group Auld Lang Syne.
It was truly a memorable
weekend and one we hope to

ﬁeld, we wish her lots of luck. Our
ﬁnal piece of excing news is that
Cami Reid (13) was nominated to compete in the BATD Sadie
Simpson Scholarships to be held in Nashville September 29October 1. She will be required to write a paper based on
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Highland Dancing theory, parcipate in a technique class and
perform a solo choreography roune. Cami was selected as she
scored very highly on her Grade 3 theory exam last year at the
BATD conference. It is quite an honor to be nominated.

Connued from p. 10

The royal casuales are said to have been: around 300 killed, 400 to
500 wounded and 1,400 to 1,500 captured. Only 170 of the foot got
away. The highlanders probably lost less than 30 killed and 70
wounded.
Following the ba:le most of Scotland was in Prince Charles’ hands
other than Edinburgh Castle held by General Guest and Srling
Castle held by the stalwart General Blakeney.
This ba:le illustrates well the lack of any formal system for training
the English Army of this me. Cope’s regiments, both foot and
dragoons lacked either
training or experience.
Cope failed to ensure
that he had a proper
train of arllery. Sir
John Cope became a
ﬁgure of ridicule for
the Scosh Naon.
Hence the pipe tune
“Hey Johnnie Cope are
ye sleeping yet?”

the foot in the center, the guns and mortars on their right and
dragoon regiments on each end of the line. The highland army
launched a charge at which the gunners ﬂed leaving two oﬃcers to
ﬁre the six guns and six mortars.
On being threatened the dragoon regiments also ﬂed and the foot
began to give way. Finally under the impact of the highland a:ack
the whole royal
army, other than
small groups of
men under oﬃcers
such as Lieutenant
Colonel Peter
Halke:, ﬂed the
ﬁeld. Only the
dragoons were
able to get away in
any numbers. All
the foot, bar some
170 were killed,
wounded or
captured. The
injuries inﬂicted by
the highlanders
using broad swords
and bill hooks are
reported to have
been horriﬁc.

• It is said that
General Lord Mark
Kerr met Cope at
Berwick and told him
he was the ﬁrst
general in history to
bring news of his own
defeat.
• Sir John Cope is
reputed to have
wagered £10,000 that
his successor as
commander-inchief
would also be
defeated by Prince Charles’s Highlanders. He won and the wager is
said to have made him a wealthy man.
• Colonel Gardiner, the commander of the 13th Dragoons was
wounded at the Ba:le of Malplaquet. A devout man Gardiner wrote
a book of devoon.
• In 1755 Sir Peter Halke: led the 44th Regiment, of which he was
then the colonel, in Braddock’s expedion to the Monongahela River
in America, where he and many of his men were killed by Indians
ﬁghng for the French.
References:
• Fortescue’s History of the Brish Army Volume 1 Part II
• Ba:les of the ’45 by Tomasson and Buist.

