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From the president
The St. Andrew’s Night Ball is geng closer and plans are well
but we are, a:er all, Scosh!! This takes us to the next two
underway, there is a great deal of interest all over the Tri-State
levels of "cket purchase that will allow members to claim a tax
about the event. The Mayor of Cincinna" has even
deduc"on and contribute to the growth of the
proclaimed November 28th, Caledonian Society of
Society’s eﬀorts to increase dona"ons to local
Cincinna" Day! So make sure you get your orders
Scosh groups, student scholarships and expand
in. We are heading back to the Beau"ful and Historic
our philanthropic eﬀorts. The ‘St. Andrew’ level at
Hilton Netherland Plaza and we are looking to ﬁll the
$100, which will give you a special Donor recogni"on
Pavilion Ball Room. For this to happen we need all
in the program, then the ‘Royal Scosh’ level at
society members to help spread the word to family,
$150 which will include even more recogni"on and
friends and coworkers! As we are now an oﬃcial
beneﬁts that evening. We are hoping that people
501c3 non-proﬁt organiza"on, we are going to be
will purchase "ckets at a level they are comfortable
oﬀering a few diﬀerent "cket op"ons so as to
with to show their support.
maximize the dona"on beneﬁts for the society and
Another area that we are expanding this idea to, is
its members. First, the standard "cket price has
oﬀering Corporate Sponsorship, where whole tables
been set at $70 for Adults, this was done to keep the
can be purchased. A 10 person table for $1000 or 8
pricing as low as possible just to cover all ﬁxed expenses. Most
person table for $800. Special Corporate recogni"on will be
organiza"ons charge double or even triple this for such an event,
given at these tables along with

Connued page 5

Founder’s day Corn Roast
Our annual Founder’s Day Corn Roast was held, once
again, at Keehner Park in West Chester on August
29th. This year’s crowd
was larger than previous
year’s. The Corn Roast
always proves to be a
family fun event! We had
several new members
recognized and President
Robert Reid read a
proclama"on (see page
15) from Cincinna" Mayor
John Cranley naming
November 29th, 2015 (the
date of our upcoming St.
Andrews Ball) as
Caledonian Society Day in
Cincinna"!

As usual we had plenty of delicious wonderful side
dishes provided by the Society members. The burgers
and dogs were cooked to
perfec"on by our “master
keepers of the ﬂame” [Rex
Wolfgang, Bob Collins, and
Mike Gunn]. The “peaches
and cream” corn that was
purchased at the
Newtown Farmer’s
Market, was served
roasted with plenty of
buHer and salt. The
desserts provided were
colorful and just fabulous!
Again this year, as they
say, “If you went home
hungry, it was your own fault!”
Connued page 5
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Performance Calendar:
October 4: Well Now Walk/Run & Wellness Fair beneﬁng
Clermont Mental Health
October 18: Covenant First Presbyterian Church Kirking
Downtown
October 25: Mt. Washington Church Presbyterian Church
Kirking
November 7: Ar"san’s aﬀair at Mt. Washington
Presbyterian Church
CHD will be hos"ng the Cincinna Highland Dance
Weekend again on October 23-24. We are oﬀering BATD And of course we are looking forward to performing at the
St. Andrew’s Ball!
dance exams for amateurs and professionals on Friday at
the Cel"c Corner studio. On Saturday, October 24, we will
CincyHighlandDancers.webs.com
host our annual dance compe""on at River Hills Chris"an
Church in Loveland. Please feel free to come out and
support your local dancers, there is a small admission
charge to enter. The dancing will begin at 9am and will
ﬁnish up in the early a:ernoon. Following the compe""on
we are having a championship set step lecture given by our
judge and examiner Ann Milne from Owen Sound, Ontario.
We are oﬀering a FREE CLASS to anyone that would like to
try Highland Dancing. Email us for more informa"on!
CincyHighlandDancers@gmail.com

On A Different Note
Corn Roast
The pipe band would like to thank the Caledonian Society of
Cincinna" for their hospitality at the annual corn roast. Our members
came prepared to play for your enjoyment. And that quickly turned
to a stern compe""on of strength and endurance for the tug of war.
Even the aHempts at undermining our ferocity with large quan""es
food and potent elixirs could not deter us from ul"mate victory. We
display our trophy proudly, if not boisterously.
Compe""on
The band ﬁnished our season of compe""on at Ligonier Highland
Games in Pennsylvania at the end of September. We will take the
winter months oﬀ from compe""on to regroup and see what 2016
has in store. Current Pipe Major, Karen May, who took over for Ari
Ballaban in July hopes to have the numbers to ﬁeld a grade 5 band
again. Several students are close to geng up on pipes.
Solo Compe""on & Ceilidh – April 9, 2016
In other compe""on news, the band hopes to help sponsor a new
event in town. On the morning of our ceilidh, Saturday, April 9, 2016
we will have a solo piping and drumming compe""on. The new
event is scheduled to take place at Covenant First Presbyterian
Church in downtown Cincinna". We have applied for sanc"oning
from the Eastern U.S. Pipe Band Associa"on and are wai"ng for a
reply as of the submission of this ar"cle. Should it be granted we can
hire judges and include all grades of piping, even Open, which has
cash prizes for the top places. Due to very few drumming judges in

the region, those events will
likely not be sanc"oned.
Anyone wishing to volunteer
to work at the solo
compe""on, please contact a
band member. We will also
be accep"ng sponsorships for
the prizes in piping and/or
drumming including cash, or
other rewards. A:er the
compe""on, the judges will
remain for an a:ernoon
workshop. And then all are welcome to aHend our annual pipe band
ceilidh. Doors open at 6pm at the Legion Hall on Old St. Rt. 74 across
from Cel"c Corner store in Mt. Carmel-Eastgate area. More details
for the ceilidh will be coming in the next GazeHe, but expect
admission to be very aﬀordable with lots of good food, drink and
music.
Weekly Rehearsal
As always, please join us and invite any new poten"al pipers or
drummers to our weekly rehearsal on Thursdays at Springdale
Nazarene Church. We oﬀer free lessons to students of all ages and
abili"es in a friendly low key group seng. Find us at
www.CincyPipesAndDrums.org or on facebook.
SubmiHed by Jeﬀ Craig, Band President, cel"cmaps@gmail.com

Cincinnati Scots Highland Dancers
The Scots were busy during this
compe""on season with many
trophies and placings- the
summer has ﬂown by.
A:er 12 dancers aHended the
Ohio Scosh Arts School and
Ohio Championships, they
headed south to Grandfather
Mountain Atlan"c Interna"onal
Championships where Rachel
Speigel placed overall and was
awarded the Steve Johnstone trophy. Other dancers placing were
Krissy Myers, Emily Carter, Iris Harmon, Hannah and Chloe Lo:is. Then
it was oﬀ to the United States Championships in Atlanta for qualiﬁers
Rachel Speigel and Breagh MacKinnon. Breagh brought home the prize
becoming Cincinna"'s ﬁrst Naonal Champion, capturing the trophy for
the 11 and under age group. Ashlynn MacKinnon won the trophy in
her age group and dancers with placings were Grace and Madison
Williams, and Kaylee MacKinnon. Dancers headed north to Detroit for
the Saint Andrews games and dancers with placings were Caroline and
Larry Wallace, Hannah and Chloe Lo:is and Krissy Myers. Columbus IN
games saw Breagh and Ashlynn MacKinnon winning trophies in their

division. Other dancers placing were Krissy Myers,Caroline and Larry
Wallace and Thomas Welch.
But the fun isn't only with compe""on, as the Scots had two weddings
to celebrate. Scots dance instructor and Society treasurer, Natalie
McGregor was married in September with many of the current, former
dancers and instructors in aHendance. True to the mission of the Scots,
we have six BATD creden"aled instructors and we were all there for the
photo opportunity. Two weeks later, former dancer and current dance
supporter, Lindsey Luken was married with several instructors in
aHendance.

PROUD to be a Caledonian
BY LADY GWLENYS REID OSM
Here are ten facts about the
Caledonian Society of Cincinna"
~ some you may know, and
perhaps some that you don’t
know.
1. We’re Number One in the
United States! Our Cincinna"
Caledonian Society is the oldest
in con"nuous existence in
America since it was founded 188 years ago, in 1827.
Some of our prominent early members include:
Andrew McAlpin, a leading city merchant, who was one of the
incorporators of the Caledonian Society in 1832.
First Caledonian Society President, David Kilgour.
His sons John and Charles Kilgour, who developed the city street
railway system.
David Kilgour’s grandson, Bayard Kilgour, who became founder of
the Bell Telephone system in Cincinna".
Bellamy Storer, Third Society President, and ﬁrst Judge of the
Superior Court of Cincinna".
Washington McLean, early owner of the Cincinna" Enquirer.
Eminent lawyer Salmon P. Chase, who became Secretary of the
Treasury under President Abraham Lincoln, and later, Chief Jus"ce
of the Supreme Court of the United States.
William Napier Sim, past President of the Society, educated in
Scotland. He became a leading expert in prosthe"cs, beneﬁ"ng

thousands of
people by his
pioneering work.
William Lorne
Nimmo, (pictured
to the right) born in
Scotland, who in
1912, “…organized
a pipe band,
assisted by some
good businessmen of the Caledonian Society.”
Our Society con"nues to aHract eminent men and women of all ﬁelds,
plus a nucleus of talented, interested people who generously and
faithfully support us, forming the strong base of our Cincinna"
Caledonian Society. We give you our sincere thanks for con"nuing to
keep our Society alive and ﬂourishing.
2. Our Caledonian Society was started by a group of concerned
Cincinna" Scots who wanted to help their fellow countrymen. So they
formed a society, “…to relieve such of our countrymen as may arrive
among us in distressed circumstances, and to give them informaon
and advice for locang themselves in the western country.”
Today, the aim of the Cincinna" Caledonian Society is “…to preserve
and promote Scosh heritage and encourage appreciaon of
Scotland’s culture…”
3. Interes"ngly, our 1827 Cons"tu"on provided an early form of health
care by allowing a sum of money to any sick member conﬁned to
cont. on p. 8

Upcoming Events

Contact Us

Oct 10

Indianapolis Sco9sh Games

Oct 24

Cincy Highland Dance Compeon—River Hills Church, Loveland

Nov 7

* Caledonian Society Fall Meeng

Nov 8

CCP&D Concert at Miami University 3:30pm

Nov 28

* St. Andrew’s Night—Hilton Netherland Plaza Downtown

Jan TBD

* AGM

Jan 30

* Rabbie Burns Supper—Recepons Loveland

April 9

CCP&D Ceilidh—American Legion Post 74 Mt. Carmel

* Indicated Society sponsored event

Your Caledonian Resource Guide
Pipe Bands

Highland Dancing and Instrucon

Cincinna" Caledonian Pipes & Drums:
www.cccpandd.com
Robert Reid robertreid111@hotmail.com
Emerald Society:
Kyle Hess 513-616-7518
Hamilton County Sheriﬀ Band:
Alex Kramer 513-478-8140
akramer@sheriﬀ.hamilton-co.org
Solo Pipers: Contact any pipe band

Cincinna" Highland Dancers:
Louise Reid 513-226-1838
CincyHighlandDancers.webs.com
CincyHighlandDancers@gmail.com
Cincinna" Scots Highland Dancers:
Melissa Gentry 859-356-5889
mdgentry@fuse.net

Radio Programs of Celc Music
Wed: WOBO* (88.7 FM) 12 - 3 p.m. 724-3939
Hosted by Jesse Andrews
Sun: WOBO* (88.7 FM), 6 - 9 p.m. 724-3939
Hosted by J. D. McEwans—Celc Fusion
*Can’t get WOBO? Go to WWW.WOBOFM.Com
and stream to your PC

Sco9sh Country Dancing (RSCDS)
Cincinna" Branch:
Jill Cole 631-2429
Flying Ghillies:
Doreen Bernstein 937-845-0310
Heather & Thistle: Laura Russell 614-447-0620
www.rscdscincinna".org
Non-RSCDS: John Southcombe 872-2222

Kilt-Spotting
Been caught wearing your kilt around town or somewhere
unusual? Email photos to LouiseLReid@hotmail.com to be
included in the next edi"on.

President:
Robert C. Reid
513-444-4920
robertreid111@hotmail.com
Vice President:
Daniel C. Bowen
513-751-8426
bowen1@fuse.net
Recording Secretary:
Mike Brooks
513-739-3326
7393326@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
Carol Stephenson
513-575-4470
cstephenson@fuse.net
Treasurer:
Natalie McGregor
mcgregnj@gmail.com
Gaelic Gaze4e Newsle4er:
Louise Reid
513-226-1838
louiselreid@hotmail.com
Webmaster:
Randy Clipson
513-898-1444
randy@clipson.com

CaledonianSociety.org

Member Classifieds:
This secon of the newsle$er is for members to ask quesons, sell
Scosh related items or items wanted. Please let us know if you
would like to post something in this secon.
LouiseLReid@hotmail.com

Welcome New Members
If you are a new member or know one, send in a pic and a short proﬁle to be included in the next newsleHer.
Submissions should be sent to LouiseLReid@hotmail.com

Newsle4er Submissions:
If you have any interesng news or stories to share with the membership,
please submit arcles and photographs to louiselreid@hotmail.com.
Deadline for Submissions are March 21, June 21, September 21 and December 1.

President cont. from p. 1

corporate sponsorship
recogni"on on our website. Please contact us if your company or
a company/organiza"on you are connected to would be
interested in one of these op"ons. We will be happy to work with
them to make their table special.

encourage people to be safe and get a room that evening and
really enjoy the full experience of the hotel and its
ameni"es. Reserva"ons have to be made by Oct 28th to get this
special rate, make a weekend of it and come down on Friday, we’ll
be having a cocktail hour on Friday evening, on Saturday at 1:30
we be having a tour of the historic hotel, that has hosted everyone
We have already received some "cket reserva"ons and encourage
from Royalty and Presidents to Film and Rock stars! Plus there is a
everyone to contact us as early as possible with your reserva"ons,
great deal going on downtown to kick oﬀ the holiday
we will be sending out the standard invita"ons, but once again,
season. Hotel Booking website:
this is an area we can save some money (that can be put toward
hHps://aws.passkey.com/event/14222267/owner/2602/home
dona"ons and scholarships) if we can print and send out fewer
invita"ons. Plus if we conﬁrm more "cket sales earlier, we will be Please get your "cket reserva"ons in to Mike Brooks. Feel free to
able to relax a bit and put our eﬀorts into making the evening
contact me with any ques"ons, comments or sugges"ons.
even more outstanding.
Also, take note that on November 7th, we’ll be having our Fall
It’s going to be a grand evening. The evening will start with a
mee"ng at Dare 2 Dance in Blue Ash. We will take this
cocktail hour at 5pm, at 6 o’clock we start the sea"ng of past
opportunity to review the Scosh Country Dances we will be
doing at the Ball, plus their instructors will run through the basic
presidents and current oﬃcers, pos"ng of colours and anthems
then dinner. The staﬀ at the Hilton Netherland Plaza is excited to steps of the Waltz and Foxtrot. It will be just like Dancing with the
Stars, but in Kilts!
have us return and are going to great lengths to keep us coming
back. We have secured a $99 room rate for that evening, so I
Corn Roast cont. from p1—MORE PICS ON PAGE 13
We had special
guests from the Ohio
Valley Aus"n Healey
Club displaying their
beau"ful historic
(and just plain cool)
cars. Vice President
Dan Bowen received
the trophy for Best in
Show of the day with
his late model Jaguar.
As is the tradi"on,
the Cincinna"
Caledonian Pipes and
Drums, along with the
Scosh Dancers,
performed for the
crowd. The band
played several sets for
us including their
latest “compe""on
set”. Their tuning was
spot on and they gave
a superb
performance. They
also had a couple of
“New Members” with
them! Strangely, ..their two new hulking members had the physiques of
NFL football players! Not the svelte nimble physique one would imagine
of a bagpiper or side drummer. These two individuals were reportedly
“new to the band” and had not yet “proven their musical ability” to the
pipe major. They were, however, allowed to play the “well-known”
Scosh musical (ahem) triangles during the performance.. Added to the
truly deligh]ul entertainment was the always welcome and enjoyable
Scosh Dancers. Smiles were aplenty and toes were tapping throughout!

Following the band’s recital, sides were formed for the annual
Caledonian Society Grey Beards vs. The Caledonian
Pipes and Drums Tug-O-War. Being gracious hosts, the
previously triumphant Society Grey Beards made sure to
oﬀer everyone [of legal drinking age] on the band’s side
of the rope, a healthy dram of barley water prior to the
compe""on.. just to make them feel welcome and
comfortable.
With President Reid oﬃcia"ng, the Society Grey Beards
took the ﬁrst pull of the best two-out-of-three
compe""on. However, during the subsequent second
and third pulls we realized just how “talented” the two
“New Band
Members”
proved to be.
The
Caledonian
Pipes and
Drums won
this year’s Tug
-O-War
compe""on
with help
from the two
new fellows,
“John Deere”
and “Massey Ferguson”.
The a:ernoon was topped oﬀ with a sing-a-long
of favorite Scosh tunes lead by the talented
Sheryl Sorterup. This con"nues to be a crowd
favorite. The feeling of fellowship and
community as voices are raised with old
favorites and beau"ful melodies always leaves
us with warmth in our hearts at the conclusion
of our annual get-together.

A Gentleman’s Walk in the highlands
By John Kerr
A long"me friend of mine, George Hun"ngton, and I have been regular
mates in many outdoor adventures over the years since our ﬁrst
camping experiences together in high
school back in Indiana. These have
included lots of hiking and canoeing
excursions in the forests and on the rivers
and lakes of the mid and uppermidwestern U.S., including whenever
possible, mul"-day treks and paddles
where the goals were to see as much of
the wild beauty of the area, and as few
people, as possible. A good part of the
fun of these ou"ngs is the dreaming and
planning of the next trip while sing
around the campﬁre of the current one. I
have in the last few years discovered and
become enamored with my Scosh
heritage. I was fortunate to have goHen a
glimpse of what Scotland has to oﬀer four
years ago in a too-brief visit to the
ancestral home of Clan Kerr in the
Scosh Borders and to Campbeltown on
the Kintyre Peninsula, from which my
ancestor James Kerr set sail for North
America in 1700. One thing I was not
prepared for on that trip was the stunning
beauty of the rugged, green landscape of
the Highlands on my drive from
Edinburgh to Campbeltown, and I vowed to return.
7

I had heard in passing of “point to point” hiking in Europe, the prac"ce
of stringing together day treks between villages or other sites where
accommoda"ons could be had, and decided
to look into that possibility in the Highlands.
Not only did I discover it was a possibility, but
that there is a whole tour industry fashioned
around the concept and that takes advantage
an extensive system of long distance walking
trails in Scotland, most notably up north.
There are several tour companies who
arrange such things, their main func"ons
being route planning, booking the inn or B&B
for each stop, leapfrogging your overnight
luggage ahead to your next des"na"on,
arranging any necessary transfers and
providing maps, travel "ps, etc. I ﬂoated the
idea past George, and he bit. A:er some
internet research, I queried the highly rated
Hillwalk Tours regarding our possibili"es. I
gave them two main criteria: 1) we wanted
ﬁve nights out on the trail, and 2) there had
to be a pub at, or within, walking distance of
each overnight stop. This was not hard to
arrange, and they recommended walking
roughly the northern one-half of the West
Highland Way, a 153 kilometer (94 mile) path
stretching from just north of Glasgow to Ft.
William. Carrying only a light daypack
containing extra clothing layers, lunch and
water, and with a hot meal prepared by others and a so: bed at the end
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President William Henry Harrison”, who died a month a:er taking
the oath for oﬃce.

bed, “…the Commi$ee shall pay him a weekly allowance of three
dollars for the ﬁrst four weeks and two dollars and ﬁ:y cents for the
next four weeks.”

8. In June 1861, at the start of the Civil War, Caledonian Society
members formed the Cincinna" Independent Highland Guards,
based at Camp Dennison, Ohio. These Highland Guards became the
nucleus of the Fi:h Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, earning an
4. Ar"cle XIX of our 1827 Cons"tu"on states that, “if a member
outstanding reputa"on in numerous bloody baHles, including
a$ends any of the meengs in a state of intoxicaon, (as described
by a majority of the members present), he shall be compelled to leave GeHysburg, An"etam and Atlanta.
the meeng and be ﬁned one dollar for the ﬁrst oﬀense, two dollars
9. In 1890, wives of members were allowed to join their husbands at
for the second oﬀense, and for the third oﬀense his name shall be
St. Andrew’s Day celebra"ons, and in 1969 the fairer sex were
forever erased from the records.”
allowed to aHend Burns’ Night dinners. In 1979 past-President
5. Ar"cle XXIII Decrees that members of the Caledonian Society dine Addison H. Clipson created the Order of St. Margaret to honor the
together on St. Andrew’s Day, to promote, “…social intercourse, and contribu"ons of ladies to the Society. Ladies were accepted as
for keeping alive those recollecons of our nave country which must Members of the Caledonian Society in 2011.
be dear to every Scotsman.”
10. In 1953 Caledonian member Wallace Evans presented the
6. This decree was duly carried out for the ﬁrst "me in our founding Society with a set of bagpipes, on condi"on that they would be
loaned to any member wan"ng to learn to play them. A pipe band
year of 1827, at Watson’s Hotel. Society minutes don’t say much
about the ﬁrst St. Andrew’s Day celebra"on, but the following year’s commiHee with piping instructor was set up, and in 1959, under the
sponsorship of the Caledonian Society, the Cincinna" Pipe band
minutes report that St. Andrew’s Day 1828 was a “hummer” of an
event, celebrated in “due and ancient form”, with poetry, piping,
performed for the ﬁrst "me at the St. Andrew’s Day celebra"on.
dancing and patrio"c songs.
Material and quotes sourced from, ‘The Caledonian Society of
Cincinna", A History from 1827 to 1977’, by Archivist and Past
7. It seems that Caledonian Society members were issued with
badges at one "me. On July 7, 1841, members were asked to meet, President, Addison H. Clipson. And archives of the Cincinna"
with their badges on, at Holmes Hotel, on the corner of Pearl Street Caledonian Pipes & Drums Band.
and Broadway downtown, “…to pay their last tribute to our deceased
of every day’s hike, the ou"ng would not be the “wild camping” (as it
is referred to in Scotland) and backpacking that George and I were
accustomed to, but we ﬁgured by now maybe we deserved a liHle
pampering. I began calling this our “Gentlemen’s Walk”. (I believe
George may have said something about a “long distance pub crawl”.)

the other ﬂaHering comments).

The walk from Crianlarich to Tyndrum began in a short-lived mist and
was through a fair amount of forest, crossing many streams (as
would be the case the en"re trip), but would also include
pastureland and meadows, like the meadow just south of Tyndrum
marked as the site of Robert the Bruce’s defeat by Clan MacDougall
A:er a night in Glasgow, our journey
in 1306 in the BaHle of Dalrigh, at
northward began with a bus ride to
which he was supposedly liberated
Crianlarich, where we were hosted
of the Brooch of Lorn. We strolled
by Charlie Urquhart at the Craigbank
into Tyndrum conveniently at
Guest House. Charlie was quite the
lunch"me, where we dined at the
friendly and humorous fellow. We
Real Food Café, and a:er which
told him if we couldn’t have found
headed oﬀ toward the Bridge of
his place while walking from the bus
Orchy. Por"ons of this part of the
stop (which it turns out would have
trail follow an old military road
been quite impossible), we would
that dates to the mid-1700’s, along
have popped into the police sta"on
which old stone works such as
up the street and asked direc"ons.
retaining walls, hillside buHresses
He then stated that eﬀort would
and culverts can be spoHed, and
have probably been fu"le, as it was
this sec"on of trail gave way to
close to quing "me for the town
more open vistas across valleys
constable and he would likely have
and glen. The Bridge of Orchy was
brushed us oﬀ on his way to the pub
basically just that, barely a village
next door for his daily post-shi: two
at all, save for a couple of houses, a
Robert the Bruce baHle site marker
pints! Charlie also chided us, when
ﬁrehouse, the rather large Bridge
he no"ced we were drinking scotch from the coﬀee cups found in
of Orchy Hotel, and of course the noted bridge over the River Orchy.
our small but spotless and comfortable room, “For God’s sake man”
This stone bridge, like many of the aforemen"oned military roads,
he said, “let me get you a proper glass for that whisky!”. Although
was constructed by the government to aid in the “paciﬁca"on” of
our oﬃcial walk was to begin a:er taking the bus up to the village of
the Highland Clans. The hotel, a stately structure with good bones
Tyndrum the next morning, Charlie assured us that “men of our
and comfortably accommoda"ng, but showing its age, is owned by
ﬁtness and physique” could easily make the trek from Crianlarich to
Nadia and Duncan Walker, and aptly managed by the ever-perky
our next des"na"on, The Bridge of Orchy, in a day, and he was
Nadia. At the plen"ful and tasty breakfast the next morning, held in
correct (about our ability to walk the distance, but not necessarily
a spacious dining room where we were seated next to a bank of

We were concerned that this might have been a rescue mission in
progress, but were relieved to later learn the chopper was hauling
materials to a construc"on site. Resis"ng the tempta"on for a nap,
clambering to our feet, it was onward to the north, past the entrance
The second day of hiking would prove to be the sunniest of the four.
As the wind blew along the clouds that pocked the blue sky, the puﬀy to the ski area and to that day’s hiking des"na"on, the Kingshouse
Hotel. As the hotel was booked solid by the "me we had made our
white cumulus cast their rolling shadows across the hills and valleys
reserva"ons with Hillwalk Tours, Hillwalk had arranged for Allister
below, resul"ng in ever-changing contrasts in light and dark that
Burns’, aka Ali’s, Taxi to shuHle us from the Kingshouse into Glencoe
accentuated the varied
topography. It was possibly Village and the Morvan CoHage B&B. We had arrived at Kingshouse an
hour ahead of our shuHle, just enough "me to relax with a pint and
on this day, more than
appe"zer, and a wee dram of Aberfeldy 12 year to boot. At the
others, that I was
con"nually pinching myself Morvan we had the pleasure of being the guest of Freddie (the lady of
to be sure I wasn’t dreaming the house) Gang. Feeling that we hadn’t walked enough this day,
and owing to the limited dining possibili"es in Glencoe, we plodded
the scenery I was seeing,
the clean air I was breathing west along the A82 and Loch Leven for a mile for a splendid meal at
the Laroch Restaurant in the village of Ballachulish. The next morning,
and the somehow
unexplainable feeling that I s"ll feeling full from our repast the night before, Freddie treated us to
a seemingly never ending “full Scosh breakfast” with all the
belonged here. On many
hikes I’ve made in the deep trimmings. Not one to want to oﬀend, and apparently with a hollow
leg as my dad used to say, I was a good boy and cleaned my plate.
and dark midwestern
George? Not so much.
woods, I have had to
consciously tell myself to
look up from the trail and
enjoy my surroundings. Not
here. I could not help but
con"nually look around and
soak it all in.
Old military road north of Loch Tulla
A:er naviga"ng around the
east (headwater) end of Loch Tulla and traversing the upland moors of
Black Mount, we stopped for lunch, packed for us by Nadia’s crew, in a
grassy depression atop a small knoll alongside the trail. From this knoll
we looked out over a lovely river meandering through a broad low
area to our east, and the substan"al Munros (mountains rising to over
3000 :. msl) to our west, including the steep southern slope of Meall
a’ Bhuiridh, on the north side of which is the famous Glencoe Ski
Area. It was from here we observed a large helicopter shuHling
repeatedly from the opposite side of one of the Munros to its peak.
windows looking toward the river, George exclaimed “A guy could get
used to hiking and dining on white tablecloths with linen napkins!”

Decending into Kinlochleven

Across Glencoe Valley toward Meall a’ Bhuiridh
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A:er breakfast we were shuHled back up the trail to
Kingshouse where we began day three of the
walkabout. This was our shortest day, as it would be
less than 5 hours to Kinlochleven. The West Highland
Way trail generally avoids the mountain peaks,
instead skir"ng around the bases of the hills and
traversing ridgelines through rela"vely low passes.
However, even making it through some of these
passes requires something of a climb, and the Devil’s
Staircase, located about 8 kilometers south of
Kinlochleven, was just such an ascent. A:er
traversing several switchbacks up the hillside, we
were rewarded with stunning views of the Glencoe
Valley behind us to the south, and the valley of the
River Leven a few kilometers to the north. The long
descent into Kinlochleven skirted us around the noses
of several eastward poin"ng ridges, through some
forestland, and along half-a-dozen large penstocks
carrying water to hydroelectric turbines that once
powered an aluminum smelter in the town, but which

are now a part of the na"onal power grid.
The town is situated along the River Leven, and kayakers and ﬂy
ﬁsherman worked the Class III rapids and pools just below our B&B, the
Allt-na-Leven Guesthouse. Our room at this B&B, was the most spacious
and well-appointed of our trip, but a bit on the frilly side for two old
crusty guys like us, with the lavender walls, doilies, and such. Not to say
that we didn’t enjoy the chocolates at bedside and the so: ﬂuﬀy
bathrobes (of which I had ﬁrst pick, and avoided the one with the heart
paHern). A:er a sumptuous lamb shank dinner at the adjacent Highland
Getaway Restaurant, we made across the river to the Tailrace Bar, where
we kept the jukebox playing 50’s, 60’s and 70’s rock and blues most of
the night, to the delight of some patrons, and possibly to the
consterna"on of others.
Forsaking the full Scosh breakfast the next morning (hey, I like pork
sausage, ham and bacon probably beHer than the next guy, but even I cry
“uncle” some"mes!), I opted for lighter fare of smoked salmon and fruit
the next morning. I knew we had plenty of food for the trail in our packs,
given that we hadn’t had to stop for lunch during our rela"vely short hike
the day before. Our fourth and ﬁnal day of the hike would land us in Fort
William, the northern terminus of the West Highland Way. This would be
our longest march, nearly 24 kilometers. However, save for the climb up
out of the River Leven valley ﬁrst thing, the trail generally paralleled the
hillside contours and followed along gentle valleys. On a mul"-day hike
along a major trail such as this, you tend to see some of the same folks
from "me to "me, but rarely is anyone else going at exactly you pace, so
the encounters are usually brief and depthless. Early this day however,
we fell in step with a young Danish lass, Louise Gade, who was solo
backpacking and “wild camping” her way along the en"re West Highland
Way. Although she appeared quite athle"c and was an experienced “car
camper”, this was her ﬁrst "me for such an adventure, and we could tell
it had been an eﬀort for her, but a rewarding one. Now a threesome, we
trucked on toward Ft. William, stopping occasionally to explore stone
ruins of long ago abandoned structures, winding through sheep grazing
lands, through green and clearcut managed forests and across the
endless number of streams winding down from the surrounding hills. A
jewel of a happenstance on this day was a side trail a few kilometers
south of Ft. William that we elected to explore. This trail led to a hilltop
in the shadow of Ben Nevis, the tallest mountain in the U.K., and the

Archeological dig at Dun Deardail
hilltop is the loca"on of Dun Deardail, an ancient vitriﬁed hillfort. The
origins of this fort are specula"ve, and its age has been put at anywhere
between 1000 and 3000 years old, but most likely built before the "me of
Christ. The most serendipitous thing about our "ming, was that the ﬁrst
modern day scien"ﬁc excava"on of the fort had just begun prior to our
arrival! Some of the thick sod and underlying soil had been removed
from sec"ons of the perimeter of the site by the "me we arrived,
exposing the stone rubble from the former fort walls. A:er snapping a
few pics while trying to stay out of the way of the archeologists, we did
an about face and headed back to the main trail. In a short "me we were
out of the wild and on the outskirts of Ft. William, the second largest
town in the Highlands (behind Inverness). Ft. William lies at the head of
Loch Linnhe, one of Scotland’s largest sea lochs. This loch, and the Great
Glen that stretches northeastward to Inverness, were formed by the
Great Glen Geological Fault, the surﬁcial evidence of which is readily
recognized on any map of Scotland as the straight line slicing diagonally
through the Highlands. The town is a tourist center and a hub of outdoor
ac"vi"es for the area. A:er the "me out in the bush and glen, the last
couple of kilometers of the walk is a bit of a letdown, as it is along
the very populated and busy road into town. Nonetheless, it was
good to reach the Berkeley House B&B, shower and head out for
dinner at the Grog and Gruel, and, you guessed it, to raise a pint to
our brief but wonderful “gentlemen’s walk” in the Highlands.
Whether your ﬁrst or twenty-ﬁrst "me visi"ng Scotland, think about
slowing down a bit, and going for something of a stroll. The walks
can be as demanding or leisurely as you like. Just do a liHle
research, and go for it!
Postscript – As we had an extra day coming in Ft. William, I had been
contempla"ng spending that day summi"ng the adjacent Ben Nevis.
As it turned out, what had been steady cloud cover on the
mountaintop for days had cleared the next morning, and the view
from the top would have been astounding. However, possibly
owing to some knees that were chirping at us, and maybe needing
some quite "me for what we’d done to completely soak in, we
opted for a day of R and R in town before heading via bus and train
to Edinburgh to meet up with the wives the following day. Next
"me Big Ben, next "me.

John and Louise
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PRESENTS:

ST. ANDREW’S
TARTAN BALL
CELEBRATING ST. ANDREW’S DAY AND ALL THINGS SCOTTISH

November 28th 2015
Hilton Netherland Plaza – Pavilion Ballroom
Cocktails 5:00 o’clock

Evening commences 6:00 o’clock

Dinner, Entertainment and Ballroom Dancing
Formal, Highland or Military attire
Adult ticket: $70, Child $30
(Adults may also purchase tickets at $100 or $150 level for
Special Donor Recognition & 501C3 tax deduction)

Reservations required by November 23rd
SEND RESERVATIONS TO:
Caledonian Society of Cincinnati
PO Box 30037,Cincinnati, OH 45230-0037
Questions? Call or email Mike Brooks
7393326@gmail.com
(513)739-3326
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
http://caledoniansociety.org/
or visit us on

Corn Roast—
Roast—August 29
Le:: Newly formed
triangle sec"on of
the Cincinna"
Caledonian Pipes
and Drums

BoHom Le:: Dan Bowen receiving his trophy for Best in
Show in the Car Show. He drove his shiny new Jaguar
which dazzled the judges.

BoHom right: Sheryl Sorterup leading the sing-a-long to
wrap up the a:ernoon.

The Epic Battle Continues

Society
V.
Band
Tug O
War
2015
Victors:
CCP&D!

ST. ANDREW’S
TARTAN BALL
Caledonian Society Of Cincinnati
FOUNDED 1827

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP
Corporate Table Sponsorship is available for the
November 28th Scottish Ball to be held at the
Hilton Netherland Plaza.

Table for ten: $1,000
Table for eight: $800
Corporate Sponsors will also receive:
•

Special recognition in the event program

•

Recognition during the evening

•

Link on the Society web page

•

Banner displayed during the event (provided by sponsor).

The Caledonian Society of Cincinnati is a 501c3
Tax Deductible Organization

